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Clouds of Clolor for a Cure

Holi Festival Celebration Raises Money to Help End Polio in Third World Countries
STUDENTS COULD BE SEEN IN THE QUAD LOOKING LIKE MULTICOLORED SMURFS, BUT WERE INSTEAD COMING TOGETHER
FOR AN AWARENESS OPPORTUNITY HOSTED BY THE ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH.

Cassandra Lim, Staff Reporter
CLIM@CSUMB.EDU

Students with brightly colored
powder covering their clothes
and faces danced to a mix of both
Indian music and contemporary
pop music in celebration of the
Indian festival of Holi, a celebration
of the coming of spring.
Large plates of powder in bright
shades of pink, greens, yellow,
purple and red decorated the front
of the stage from which organizing

members of the event invited
students to come participate in the
festivities.
On April 30, as part of the events
in celebration of Asian Pacific
Islander American Heritage Month,
the APIA, in cooperation with the
Center for Cultural Enrichment
and with the Rotaract Club, hosted
Cal State Monterey Bay's first Holi
festival celebration.
The event included activities
such as an instruction in Bollywood
style dancing, an explanation
of the origins and meanings of
Holi in Indian culture, and the

opportunity to dye pinkie fingers
purple as a show of solidarity and
support for those suffering from
Polio in third world countries. One
of the biggest activities involved
all the participants engaging in
a mass 'fight,' tossing handfuls of
color at each other and up into the
air, leaving hair, clothes, and skin
coated in swaths and splotches of
multiple colors, like a spring garden
in bloom.
Purvi Shah, 3rd year, Biology
explained that both the meaning of
and the way that Holi is celebrated
has changed over the years, as

it was originally a celebration
reserved for women of high status.
Nowadays, Holi, a festival of colors,
is celebrated on a large scale, in
some places involving bonfires in
addition to the throwing of colored
powders and waters.
The word 'Holi' translates as
'burning'. Thousands of Hindus,
both in India and in other
countries, observe the tradition of
Holi, commemorating the start of
spring, which is the season of love.
Margaret Chou, Fifth Year, HCOM,
and one of the key organizers of the
event, explained, "This celebration
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CRYSTAL MARIE LOPEZ
is not just to bring the event to us,
but to bring a celebration of spring
and life renewal to campus."
This event had another very
important aspect to it. It was
free to everyone to participate,
but donations of two dollars for
additional color packets or three
packets for five dollars were
requested. T-shirts were also
offered for ten dollars for those
who may not have come dressed
for the event. All the proceeds
raised from this event will benefit
organizations
committed
to
helping to end Polio in third world
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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APRIL 8 -MAY 18
5/09

5/08
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

5/10

5/11

KAPPA DELTA CHI SPRING BIRD
MOUNTAIN MIKES COUNTAND

BAGELS FUNDRAISER

W.T.F. AFTER
CLEANUP
DARK MPA 340 SO LONG
4:00 P.M.- 9:00 P.M.

OFF CAMPUS
7:00 A.M.- 12:00 P.M.

STUDENT CENTER
11:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M.

AS MOVIE NIGHT:
IDENTITY THIEF

CONCERT

LIBRARY
9:00 P.M.- 12:00 A.M.

DIVARTYQUAD
8:00 P.M.- 10:00 P.M.

BLACK BOX CABERET
8:00 P.M.-10:30 P.M.

SOLO

STUDENT CENTER
6:00 P.M.- 8:00 P.M.

CAPSTONE
FESTIVALS
THUR
5/16

Business (BUS)
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
University Center Conference Rooms

FRI

Master of Social Work (MSW)
4-7:30 p.m.
Tanimura & Antle Memorial Library
-Rooms 1176,1173,1170

5/17

Master of Arts in Education (MAE)
4-7 p.m.
Media Learning Center - Rooms
118,120,131

Kinesiology (KIN)
2-3 p.m.
Jniversity Center - Ballroom

Business (BUS)
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
University Center Conference Rooms

Collaborative Health and Human Services (CHHS)
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tanimura & Antle Memorial Library - Room 1180

World Languages and Cultures (WLC)
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
World Languages & Cultures North Room 118

Human Communication (HCOM)
2-5 p.m.
University Center - Ballroom
Music and Performing
Arts (MPA)
10 a.m - 1 p.m.
Music Hall - Room 100

Biology (BIO) | Environmental Science Technology &
Policy (ESTP)
Environmental Studies (ENSTU) | Marine Science (MS)
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Tanimura & Antle Memorial Library - Room 1188

More schedules available at capstonefestival.csumb.edu
FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE @WWW.CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU

GOT AN EVENT? LET US KNOW! OnER_REALM@CSUMB.EDU
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OUR FINAL FAREWELL
Saying goodbye is hard to do,
especially when you have such
amazing people surrounding you
for the past academic year. From
our initial interviews one year ago
this month, I still cannot believe
how fast time has flown and how
much I have learned as a student,
journalist, and employee. But most
importantly, I have taken away a
sense of self from this experience.
Finding yourself in a group of
students, three of which work
directly under you, it forces
you to find a balance between
friendships and professional lives
and I could not be more grateful
for this entire experience. To my
busy little working bees of 20 or
more reporters each semester, to
the family I have created through
Estella, Adam, Henry, and Pang.
It's funny. I grew up with four
brothers and somehow always find
myself surrounded by these dang
boys! With three boys and myself
for a boss, the Otter Realm team
was no different, but I cannot thank
my team enough for all the hard
work, long hours, and constant

last-minute changes Estella and I
make. You have made me laugh
and you have ticked me off, but to
Adam, Henry, and Pang, you will
always be my"brothas from anotha
motha.”
I encourage everyone to go out
in pursuit of his or her goals, wants,
and dreams. There is a lot more to
life than going through the motions
and expecting a reward. Putting
in the time and effort outside of
the classroom has given my entire
team (especially myself included)
a reason to hit the ground running
once we hop off that stage.
Thank you again to all of my
past and current reporters, copy
editors, production team, and most
especially, the readership.
As the late great Biggie Smalls
once said, "We can't change the
world, unless we change ourselves."

It feels like yesterday we were
all worrying about getting our
yearbooks signed and making sure
we would "keep in touch" over the
summer and to never forget one
another while we went all went our
separate ways. Now here we are,
four years later, and we are, once
again, about to venture out into
the "real world."
My time here with the Otter
Realm has been one of the best
experiences I have had during
my time in college. I remember
coming to my Spring Admittance
Reception and finding the, then,
advisor of the newspaper and
introducing myself and telling
them that I would, one day, be the
Production Manager of the Otter

Pang Her
It has been a great privilege
to be working with such great
people. I was the Advertising and
Distribution Manager for the 20122013 academic year. This year went
by very fast, and I only wanted to
make the experience memorable.
Boss (Katie Shoneff) may be the
greatest boss that I may ever have.
She was so kind, but yet so serious.
I could have not been more proud
of her and what she has made
Otter Realm today.
Estella was a great person to
talk to, even though she was very
busy. She was a great advisor and
I was honored to work for her
as Advertising and Distribution
Manager.
I have to contribute getting my
position to my R.A. (Crystal Lopez).
She is always funny and energetic
and without her I would have never
even known about the position on
the Otter Realm, and would have
never had the experience at all!
Even though I may have a different
RA Crystal will always be the best.

SENIOR REPORTER HENRY HOUSTON (FRONT), EDITOR KATIE SHONEFF (MIDDLE), AND PRODUCTION MANAGER
ADAM NAPOLETANO (BACK ON THE COUCH) CATCH 5OME Z S AFTER PULLING ANOTHER ALL-NIGHTER FOR THE
OTTER REALM.

Adam, I never learned how to use
InDesign, but I enjoyed doing the
People on Campus and hearing
what students had to say about
some of the questions we asked.
All in all, I had a great experience
as a student and worker at the Otter
Realm. I think the opportunity to
work with a great team, as well
as make connections within the
community through advertising
sales and distribution has given me
some great life skills.

Gfem^y
EWfem
As I write this, I have been going
without sleep. Sure, I am finishing
up my capstone, and I'm stuck
in the middle my final projects when you read this I will be a free
man. But it's not the first time that
I've dealt with a lack of sleep - or no
sleep - because of the newspaper.
I am sure I have drifted to sleep a
few times while writing this colu...

Realm, and HERE I AM!
Working my way up to where I am
now has been a short journey but
a memorable one. I truly could not
have accomplished the challenges
that I face this year if it wasn't for
my amazing team this year.
Estella, you have put up with our
whining, exhaustion, freak-outs,
but you were always there by our
sides to make sure we were rested,
fed, hydrated, and calm, and I
thank you from the bottom of my
heart for that.
Pang, thank you for feeding all of
us during production nights and
always remembering who was in
charge around here.
Henry, thank you for always
keeping us entertained and wellinformed about governmental
issues that are affecting our society.
Lastly, I have to give a huge thanks
to my partner in crime, and the
other half of my brain, Katie
Shoneff. You and I have climbed he
mountains this year from our first
production night, to our last. You
are always someone who I can trust
and also someone who can keep
me on my toes while always giving
me inspiration to think outside the
box and to take chances.
I wish the Otter Realm all the luck
in the future and to never forget
these three things: 1) Never give
up, 2) Be nice to Vikki, & 3) STAY
CAFFINATED!

Hey, it's really not that bad,
though. Although this is the end,
it has been quite the ride. Working
with the Otter Realm was more
than just finding stories and
getting my articles turned into the
boss woman as soon as possible
- before she finally decides to
punch me in the face. From the
Proposition Panel to the student
protests on campus, I would say
that the Otter Realm had quite the
productive year.
This year, through the dedicated
work of reporter wrangler Katie
Shoneff and the production wizard
Adam Napoletano, the newspaper
has made some strides in both
editorial material and design that,
I think, has legitimized our little
student-newspaper.
Ending my two-year Otter
Realm tenure, I wish to depart the
importance something, but I can't
think of what to say. So remember:
keep on rockin'in the free world.
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Associated
Students
Inc.
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Photos from the 2013-2014 Associated Students Inaguration,
featuring both the present and future AS members.

Restructuring Bylaws has Past and Future AS Members Hopeful for a Cohesive Future
Ethan Federman, Staff Reporter
EfEDERMAN@CSUMB.EDU

Associated Students (AS) is widely
known as the official voice of
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
students. The student government
has voted and approved on
updating and changing these
Bylaws in order to create a more
effective form of government for
the students. But what does this
mean for us as students and faculty
on campus for the upcoming
semesters?
First and foremost, what the
heck are Bylaws? Newly-elected
AS President Brett Roberts had
the chance to participate in the
restructuring. Roberts explained,
"Bylaws
really
define
the
organization as it is structured.
It gives a detailed description on
what officers' responsibilities are
and how they can help students in
their own specific way."
According to Duane Lindsay,
AS President, who initiated the
reconstruction, along with input
from several other AS executives,
the restructuring was found
necessary in order to move
forward as a student institution.
"We needed to look at the
organization of things, prepare for
incorporation, and build a solid
basis for this structure by reviewing
all documents to make them more

effective and cohesive."
AS hopes to reach their goal of
incorporating their government,
which means they will be governed
as a non-profit corporation in the
state of California, making them an
independent auxiliary to Cal State
Monterey Bay. "Executives will be
the corporate decision makers of
the organization. We are this way
now, but we are still under the
control of the university"
Roberts continued, "[The] Bylaws
are cleaner. They efficiently display
and direct the information that
people need to find in such an
important document. Before the
changes it was a mess, like trying
to find the proverbial needle in
the haystack, but covered in mud."
Roberts
blames
inconsistent
language,
unclear
document
structure, and misconnections
between positions and documents
were all reasons contributing to the
change.
Vice President Olivia Carnahan
put it in simpler terms, "We are
putting our big kid pants on, now."
AS stands a representation of
student voice and all students are
allowedto share theiropinionsforor
against the actions of AS, including
Bylaw reconstruction. As Roberts
takes office in the upcoming fall
semester, a menagerie of officer
and commissioner positions are
created and filled to be your liaison
to higher authority.

Chief Programming Officer Jose Villalba (behind), 2012-2014, and Chief Financial
Officer Ana Angeles (right), play around during a break at the inauguration event

r Director of University Affairs Lisa Odehnal (left) and CUSP Senator Kendra Haugh
Lenjoy the provided food on a sunny afternoon in the Alumni and Visitors Center.
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You Say Hello: Brett Roberts

BRETT ROBERTS (LEFT) AND DUANE LINDSAY (RIGHT) SHARE A PRESIDENTIAL

MOMENT AS ROBERTS WAS OFFICIALLY INAGURATED ON APRIL 29TH.

My name is Brett Roberts and I am your Associated Students President for
2013-2014 academic year. I am junior, soon to be senior, majoring in Computer
Science with a concentration in Software Engineering. For this upcoming year
I want to see exponential growth within the Associated Students at California
State University, Monterey Bay.
Facilitating the needs of the students as well as nurturing the development
of student leaders will help with this immensely. I want the Associated
Students of 2013-2014 to be seen as professional student leaders ready to
advocate and fulfill the needs of any student on this campus.
My personal promise is to lend an ear and a hand to any student who needs
it. We are here to support our phenomenal student body and be a strong,
present group on campus. With the restructure of our governing documents
we have a steady foundation to start from and build on. Promoting the growth
of our organization will be extremely beneficial to our student body so that we
may better their day-to-day lives here in Monterey Bay.
My confidence in my administration is unimaginable, I know they will
superbly help the students in their individual respect and add to the
organization/campus as a whole. With that, I look forward to being an integral
part of every student's life here at CSUMB, and hope they are ready for a
fantastic academic year. Go Otters!
Cheers,

I Say Goodbye: Duane Lindsay
(LEFT TO RIGHT) ANA ANGELES, JOSE VILLALBA, OLIVIA CARNAHAN, DUANE

LINDSAY, ADAM NAPOLETANO, MICHELLE FERRARI, AND TAYLOR HERLIHY
JOINTOGETHER FOR ONE OF THE LAST TIMES AS THE 12-13 "DREAM TEAM."

.LEFT TO RIGHT) COLLEEN COURTNEY, IAN OLDEN, WENDY HOLMAN, BRETT

ROBERTS, JOSE VILLALBA, SHERELIEN HAASE, AND JOSH TURBIDY WILL TAKE
DFFICE IN THE FALL AS THE NEW ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF CSUMB.___________

Congrats Class of 2013.
Have a great Mnnw!

What a year it has been and a year we will not forget.
I look back on my term in office as the 14th Associated Students (AS) President
and I first wonder where time has gone, but I also look back on a year that not
just changed AS forever more, but has also changed myself, helping me grow as
a leader and overall person. The opportunity to serve as your President has been
the best experience possible and all I can say is thank you to the students who,
with their vote, gave me this opportunity and trusted my leadership.
Our term in office was more unique than years before us, and even years to
come. We came into office setting the election record, immediately making
organizational changes, better known to us as "restructuring." But we also came
into ourterm with a new University President. Unsure of where he would take our
school and what exactly interim meant to us, soon after we would continue with
a system search for a new Chancellor. We also redeveloped our staffing model in
the organization, searching for two new professional staff members and I want
to again thankTim Bills, Shanna Kinzel, Linda Diaz, and Andy Klingelhoefer, and
once again extend more warmest welcomes to Joanna Iwata to the AS family.
Continuing in the fall, we developed and launched our innovative tier structure,
with the task of being open to consistent changes from our constitutes in a tide
of restructuring, which helped us develop eight core values for the organization
and develop our internal executive management structure through seven
divisions led by each of the seven executive officers this spring.
We concluded restructuring with the historical move of our students voting
to amend our prior constitution into the Articles of the Associated Students,
making us one step closer to incorporation.
We faced a presidential election, coped with a deal breaker proposition,
which soon after we celebrated statewide with the victory of Proposition 30. All
of these factors really make speed lumps and East Campus changes seem light
don't they? But never more, those were piled on top of our already-full plates
and we advocated for the students, as we should have.
We had a year ahead of us with a set vision and as student leaders, adjusting
and reassuring our change was for the best for the student body at Cal State
Monterey Bay.
All of these changes and initiatives, and please know this is just a surface
scratch on all of the dedicated work of our officers, but we were only successful
for one reason and that was because we were a team.
I dedicate my leadership and this historical year to my team and please know
the dream would never have become a reality if it wasn't for Olivia, Taylor, Adam,
Ana, Michelle, Jose, Colleen, Margaret, Courtney, Purvi, James, Ian, Kendra,
Henry, Jessica, Rj, Doug, Gio, Nycole, Aliah, Lisa, Wendy, Sherelien, Josh, Brett,
Riana, and Arik; all of the Commissioners and of course, our staff.
To conclude my final Presidential Pitch-1 thank you again for the support
as your President and as always- We Are MB- "Your Choice, Your Voice, Your
Associated Students."
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In Spanish and English
Youth Voices Reaching the Airwaves
Samantha Gonzales, Staff Reporter
SG0NZALES@CSUM8.EDU

The voices of the Latino youth of
Salinas can be found on the radio.
Rock en español, news that matters
for teens, immigration debates,
news from Mexico and Central
America, local sports, and personal
stories reach the radio waves every
week and can be heard on Radio
Bilingüe, 90.0 FM.
For
thousands
of
Latino
immigrants, to listen to the radio
in
Spanish
language means
connecting to their cultural roots
and memories. Radio Biligue,
known as the "Spanish NPR,"
carries international news, music,
discussion, announcements en
español and sometimes en ingles.
This non-profit station located in
Salinas is part
of a national
public radio
network,
the only in
the Spanish
language,
that broadcasts content that
matters
to
the
immigrant
community.
And how does this radio speak to
the Latino youth?
Eight students from Alisal and
Everett Alvarez High Schools and
two Hartnell College students put
together a number of shows and
segments for youth.
The students who run the youth
project at the Radio Bilingue
station and their leader, Jesus
"Chuy" Ramirez, visited the Otter
Realm (OR) staff for a group
interview.
The
hopeful
broadcasters
explained the process for joining
Radio Bilingue, which includes an
application submission, letters of
recommendation, and a writing
sample. "The application is like a
job interview," explained Hartnell
student
Kassandra
Centeno.
Centeno has been working as an
intern at Radio Bilingue ever since
she saw the flyer posted in her high
school hall.
Centeno said she has learned

many valuable skills. "It gives us a
During their visit, the OR
chance to speak up for ourselves Staff provided students with an
and our community, and I have overview of how they produce the
learned to communicate and do OR. Editor-in-Chief Katie Shoneff,
interviews," she said. Centeno senior, HCOM, explained how each
now considers her participation a issue is made.
hobby, allowing her to understand
"On Mondays, we hold pitch
how the radio really works.
meetings where students throw
The students of Radio Bilingue out their article ideas. Each student
became interested in the show is formally assigned a pitch and are
for a wide range of reasons from given one week to research, contact
becoming less shy, to their interests sources, and submit a draft." She
in music, media, and news. For continued, "The following Monday
Hartnell student Laura Quiroz, 18, it are production nights. Last week
was to be closer to her sister Marilu, we stayed in the Otter Realm office
16. "I didn't want my sister to walk until 6:30 a.m. It's not easy work,
to the Radio Station by herself but I was really proud with how our
because it was kind of in a bad area last issue turned out."
of Salinas. So, I ended up joining
Radio Bilingue students were
with her," Quiroz said. Now Laura then able to ask questions to the
and Marilu work as a team at Radio OR staff, visited the newsroom
Bilingue.
and the facilities of Otter Media.
Marilu enjoys working with her The two groups exchanged STUDENTS FROM ALISAL AND SALINAS HIGH WERE ABLE TO JUMP ON OUR
sister Laura."We make a good team. tips on how to find sources and COMPUTERS AND START DESIGNING THEIR OWN PAGES, JUST LIKE WE DO.
I don't feel complete successful interviews.
comfortable Salinas visitors and OR reporters
without found similarities in their work
her
there," as broadcasters to our work as
said Marilu, journalists.
They
brainstorm
who does a possible
partnerships
and
majority
of collaborations in the near future.
the music interviews on the radio,
The students of Radio Bilingue
while her sister Laura serves as one enjoy their first-hand experience
of the show's hosts
working on producing a radio show
When asked if being a host in a laid back environment and
requires being outgoing, Laura consider the show to be a great way
said, "You don't have to be to enhance their communication
outgoing, you just have to want to skills for the future.
learn." Together the sisters shared
THE OTTER REALM INVITED THE STUDENTS FOR AN INTERVIEW AND A
that they listen to music and learn
CHANCE TO CHECK OUT HOW THE NEWSROOM OPERATES.________________
about a lot of different artists while
producing the show.
Jose Morales, freshman at
Alisal High School, shared how
he learns to edit and record. "Say
there was a part where someone
mispronounced a word or they
stuttered, I can take that out and
make it sound smooth," explained
Morales.
While working on the radio,
students
get
to
experience
being a host and working on the
production side of the show. Rigo
Mendoza, sophomore at Alisal High
School, told the Otter Realm the
students all rotate positions. "Some
of us will host a show one day and
then the rest of us will work on
RADIO BILINGUE AND THE OTTER REALM HOPE TO TEAM UP NEXT
production," said Mendoza.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY KATIE SHONEFF
SEMESTER.
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Higher Education Issues Iluminated
CEO of Lumina Foundation Speaks of "Attainment Goal"
Ariel Barry, StaffReporter

abar^@csumBu

As part of the President's Speaker
Series, Jamie Merisotis, CEO of
Lumina
shared his
insight opBRetTiocIs to increase
the amount of Americans holding
"quality degrees" within the next 10
years.
Students,faculty, and community
members gathered in the World
Theater at Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) on April 25 to listen to
Merisotis and share their concerns
regarding higher education and
the Lumina Foundation.
The Lumina Foundation, a
private philanthropic organization
dedicated to improving and
enhancing
higher
education,
seeks to increase the number

of Americans with high-quality
'cqTlege-level learning experiences
and meaningful degrees that
represent that.
Currently,
the
Lumina
Foundation is working toward
achieving its "Attainment Goal,"
which is to increase the number of
Americans with degrees from 40
percent to 60 percent by 2025. As
part of this goal, the organization
has awarded grants to institutions
of higher education to improve
the educational structure of the
institutions.
The Lumina Foundation awarded
a $500,000 grant to CSUMB
"to improve the effectiveness
of
developmental
education
courses at three Hispanic-serving
institutions," according to the
Lumina
Foundation's
website.
CSUMB,
Monterey
Peninsula
College, and Hartnell College are

part of this partnership aimed
to
collaboratively
"exchange
best practice information and to
develop innovative strategies to
ensure higher levels of success for
students."
At this event, Merisotis explained
the current societal need for the
Lumina Foundation's "Attainment
Goal," explaining that in order to be
an effective participant in the U.S.
economy it is essential to have a
post-secondary degree. He added,
"It isn't just nice, it's necessary."
Merisotis explained if this society
were unable to effectively educate
its population, overall national
well-being would suffer.
In order to increase this
academic
attainment
goal,
Merisotis explained that it is
essential to maintain quality
education. While it is easier to
achieve the numbers by lowering

standards, this is ineffective and
awards what Merisotis called
"cheap credentials." Instead, the
Lumina Foundation works to
improve higher
education and
aims to "build
a
twenty-first
century higher
education
system."
One
of the ways
the
Lumina
Foundation
is
working
to
achieve
this is by defining what exactly
each type of degree stands for
and articulating what quality
degrees represent. To do this, the
organization created the Degree
Qualifications Profile (DQP), laying
out what competency should be

developed behind each degree. He
explained, "If degrees are the way
we measure talent, we have to be
clear about what they mean."
CSUMB
student Sereniti
Scott, freshman,
Liberal Studies,
shared
her
views on the
DQP. "I feel like
if you've gone
through school
that long it
proves
you
have talent
But
it
shouldn't measure talent for overall
success. Not everyone can afford
degrees, which doesn't mean they
do not have talent or cannot be
successful." She summed up her
view saying, "Degrees shouldn't be
the sole measure of talent."

"The Lumina
Foundation awarded
a $500,000 grant to
CSUMB to improve
the effectiveness
of developmental
education.,"

Petition to Keep Fort Ord Accessible
Discontent Citizens Gather Signatures to Preserve the Forest
Maritza Bautista, Staff Reporter
MABAUTISTA@CSUMB.EDU

The good news is that Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) students
and neighbors are surrounded by
a National Monument: Fort Ord,
who plays host to a paradise for
hikers and bikers with 540-acres
of forest, meadows, trails, clean air
and wildlife. The bad news? Access
is limited and, if private developers
get their way, the woodlands and
recreational areas will be almost
restricted to the public.
To maintain the public lands
open and accessible to everyone,
a coalition of conservationists,
outdoor enthusiasts, students and
neighbors have put together a
petition that may be included in a
ballot initiative.
"We
are
petitioning
the
government on something we
don't agree with," Jason Campbell,
the leader of the Fort Ord Access
Alliance said referring to the
intention of developers to build a
horse race track and other business
in the middle of the forest. The
petition pressures for preservation
of the habitat, and also for ensuring
access to Fort Ord from popular
points like the North and North
West sections.

Fort Ord, where CSUMB is
located, was a military base
established in 1917, and since it's
closing in 1994 the Fort Ord Reuse
Authority (FORA) was put in place.
FORA's job is to plan, finance and
implement the conversion from
military base to civilian activities.
The petitioners are concerned
FORA is not clearly committed to
the conservation of the wilderness
and it is not ensuring access to the
lands to the general public.
"Fort Ord is the size of San
Francisco," said Laura Vidaurri,
coordinator from the FORA ESCA
Remediation Program. "When the
military base shut down, Marina
and Seaside took major [financial]
hits." FORA's job is to clears out
the area from explosives. "Once
we clear the parcels then it goes
to different ownership, the City
of Seaside for example," Vidaurry
said. "If we can privatize [the land]
we can transfer it to different
jurisdiction. This would stimulate
the economy." Vidaurri, an alumna
from CSUMB said FORA is just
doing its job on making Fort Ord a
safer and more accessible place.
From an different perspective,
Campbell added that his group
is not against development but
believes the new development
should be on land that has been

blighted, instead of destroying
the coastal oak forests. "We really
felt that the FORA Board was out
of touch with what's happening at
Fort Ord, and with our economy,"an
statement of the Ford Ord Access
Alliance members said. "Open
space is one of the greatest assets
we have. It provides opportunities
for
outdoor
recreation
that
stimulate the local economy." They
point out the Sea Otter Classic as an
example of outdoors recreational
activity that serves the economy
without endangering the habitat
of the forest.
Volunteers are collecting
thousands of signatures in support
of a petition that promotes
protection for the woodlands of the
former fort. The special election
ballot will ask voters whether they
want to protect about 540 acres
of public land, or they prefer other
uses of the land, like the initiative
of the project called Monterey
Downs. This proposed project is
a private enterprise that would
include a horse racetrack, housing
units, parking places, food vendors,
among other facilities.
The activists see the Monterey
Downs proposal as a gambling
development that would use
370 acres and would require that
50,000 trees, many rare plans and

animal be cleared out
of the land. Besides
the
environmental
costs, outdoor activists
notice that the access
points will be blocked.
The activist group
needs 17,000 to 18,000
signatures to place
an initiative measure
on the ballot of a
special election. So far
Campbell claims his
organization has one
third of what is needed.
"They
gave
us
180 days to collect
signatures but we are
trying to accelerate
it
to
get
more
awareness." Their goal
is to have 20,000 to
21,000 signatures at
the deadline.
To learn more about
the petition got o:
http://fortordaccess.
fi les. word press.
com/201 3/04/finalinitiativewatermarkeddo-not-print1.pdf
If you want more
information about FOR
A, visit its website at:
http://www.fora.org/

FORT ORD TRAILS ARE AT TIMES
CLOSED AS SHOWN ABOVE DUE TO
UNSAFE CONDITIONS.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
MARITZA BAUTISTA
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Death to the Death Penalty!
Millions of Tax Dollars Supporting Questionable Institution
Rachel St. James, Staff Reporter
RSTJAMES@CSUMB.EDU

This May Maryland became the
18th state that abolished the death
penalty, while in Mississippi a
convicted felon on death row was
denied a DNA test that supposedly
would connect him with alleged
crimes. These events have sparked
the debate on capital punishment.
TAT major John Burroughs'Direct
Action project for his HCOM 226
course questions the very existence
of the capital punishment in
California.
How much is a convicted felon's
life worth? According to the Death
Penalty Information Center (DPIC)
California taxpayers pay $90,000
more per death row prisoner each
year than on prisoners in regular
confinement. The state has spent
more than $4 billion on capital
punishment since reinstated in
1978, and about $308 million for
each of the 13 executions carried
out, according to a study by
Loyola Law School professor Paula

Mitchell, and U.S. 9th Circuit Judge
Arthur Alarcon.
Although California has not
carried out an execution since
2006, tax dollars are being spent
on death penalty trials, which
are 20 times more expensive
than trials seeking a sentence of
life in prison without possibility
of parole. California currently
spends $184 million on the death
penalty each year and is on track
to spend $1 billion in the next five
years according to California Cost
Studies: Legislature's Multi-BillionDollar Death Penalty Debacle of
2011.
Proposition 34 tried to replace
the death penalty with a sentence
of life without parole, but was
narrowly defeated by a vote of 53
percent (no) to 47 percent (yes). By
contrast, the 1978 ballot initiative
that enacted California's death
penalty statute passed with the
support of 71 percent of the voters.
Even while Californians voted
to keep death penalty, scientific

studies
have
consistently
demonstrated that executions do
not deter people from committing
crime any more than long prison
sentences. This view is consistent
with
Maryland's Gov.
Marty
O'Malley statement "the death
penalty does not deter crime,
cannot be administered without
racial bias and costs three times
as much as life without parole. A
mistake cannot be reversed if an
innocent person is put to death."
Moreover, studies show that states
without the death penalty have
much lower murder rates.
John Burroughs' direct action
group project brings up another
important angle when it comes
to the conviction of the death
penalty. Burroughs said, "Statistics
show a disproportionate amount
of minorities and poor people
compared to whites and the
wealthy that get convicted. This
only pushed us further to wanting
to do something that helped
abolish the death penalty in the

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
ADAM NAPOLETANO

US." The group is in unison about
being against the death penalty.
Restorative Justice
Activists
argue that many family members
who have lost love ones to murder
feel that the death penalty will not
heal their wounds nor will it end
their pain; the extended process
prior to executions can prolong the
agony experienced by the family.

The activist also believe that the
costly process of executions could/
should be used to help families put
their lives back together through
counseling,
restitution,
crime
victim hotlines, and other services
addressing their needs. Their main
focus is on victim's needs, and
reestablishing trust within the
victims and the community.

Go Green
CSUMB Named one of the Most
Environmentally Friendly Campuses in the US

or Go Home

Emily Wells, Staff Reporter
EWELLS@CSUMB.EDU

That plastic water bottle belongs
in the recycling, not the trash. Here
at Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
campus leaders have made quite
an effort, taking the environment
into consideration while running
a university. For the third year in
a row, CSUMB has been awarded
a spot on the Princeton Guide for
being a green campus.
How have we won this proud
title? CSUMB strives at providing
healthy meal options packaged in

recyclable products, designated
recycle bins located around
campus, in addition to using
solar power to help substitute
for a portion of electricity used.
Every year CSUMB creates plans
and makes goals in order to assist
in sustaining the environment.
According to the 2013 Climate
Action Plan published by the
Campus Sustainability Committee,
the goal for a greener campus
will be achieved by implemented
green internships and jobs, as well
as environmentally friendly ways of

living, including water and energy
consumption ideas ranging from
water bottle stations to generators
for gym equipment.
Sarah Spellenberg, third year,
ENVS, finds solace in helping
her community. Through beach
cleanups and cigarette butt pick
up, Spellenberg puts a lot of time
into caring for her environment
and believes CSUMB does a good
job implemented and creating
awareness around the well-being
of our earth. "I think it is absolutely
important to be conscious of how

your actions impact others, as
well as your environment. I try to
help out as much as possible by
volunteering for cleanup days and
constantly recycling, even it if isn't
even my own trash. I hate litter!"
Julia
Thomae,
a
senior
Collaborative Health and Human
Services major has this to say about
our campus being eco-friendly, "I
think it's something to be proud
of. We live in one of the most
quintessentially beautiful places in
the world. It's necessary to respect
and preserve that."

Monterey County alone boasts
some fourteen state parks and
beaches, four national parks, six
county parks, and seventeen
regional parks. CSUMB is neighbors
to two National Monuments and
Parks, including Pinnacles and Fort
Ord.
To learn more about campus
sustainability,
including
opportunities to participate in
environmental
cleanups
like
Spellenberg, should check out the
Sustainability site on the CSUMB
website.
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Writers for the Win!

Students Win Otter Realm Awards
Chris Ramirez, Staff Reporter
CRAMIREZ@CSUMB.EDU

Throughout the semester staff
reporters have covered an array
of stories from news coverage of
important changes on campus,
how the Otter sports teams have
been holding up, and even some
fun whacky stories about turkeys!
Most recently the student
reporters entered into the first ever
contest to try and win gift cards, a
certificate, and the satisfaction of
creating the best work. Categories
included best feature news article,
general reporting, column writing,
video storytelling, best photo, and
best page design.
As the semester pressed on and
fingers continued constructing
more and more stories, the
deadline for submissions was
reached. All were eager to see who
would be crowned the winners for
each category.
Three judges collaborated and
worked on choosing this year's
winners. A former 2011 Cal State

Monterey Bay (CSUMB) graduate
and Otter Realm reporter, Christy
Koshaba, was one of the three. She
is currently a master student of
Journalism at UC Berkley and has
had works published by the New
York Times as well as contributions
to the Bay Area Digital news project
writing for Mission Loc@l.
Gabriela Martinez was another
judge with a credible background
as she is an international award
winning documentary filmmaker.
Martinez has produced, directed, or
edited more than ten ethnographic
and social documentaries. Martinez
is currently a professor of media
studies and mass media production
at the School of Journalism and
Communication at the University
of Oregon.
The last judge is Kristin Leal.
Leal is an artist, author, and
outdoor enthusiast who writes
for the Monterey County Herald.
Her weekly column, called "The
Great Outdoors," focuses on travel
adventures along the Californian
Coast. She has published two
travel guides: Moon Monterrey and

Carmel and Moon Spotlight Santa
Cruz. Kristin is also CSUMB alumni
and wrote for The Otter Realm.
Judges
had
some
tough
decisions to make but decided on
the following as the winners.
Justin Ebrahemi won Best Feature
Story,
"Nitrate
Contamination
is Ongoing Problem for Sainas
Residents." This article addresses
the concern that some Salinas
residents are having regarding
the water supply.
Ebrahemi
helps readers to understand
the seriousness of nitrate levels
affecting these residents health
and the resources that so many
depend upon on.
In the Best General Story
category, Kent Wellington won for
writing, "File Sharing on Campus:
Risky
Business?" The
article
describes the inside scoop of file
sharing, which many local college
students partake in. It also looks at
CSUMB policy for file sharing and
copyright, and whether students
can suffer consequences from
sharing music, videos, etc.
Winning Best Column was Justin

Ebrahemi's, "Hungry Sex." Ebrahemi
uses wit and comedic traits to
describe his desire for food after
sex. Ebrahemi believes in following
up pleasure with pleasure in
this article as he says, "But why
conclude such a mesmerizing act
with nothing more than small talk,
cuddles, and nicotine? Prepare
food so that it's nearly ready to
be eaten after the 60 seconds to
60 minutes of sex. Satisfied and
exhausted, you'll be glad you did.
And tonight, Monterey shall feast."
Best Video Storytelling went to
TAT majors Mary Teraji and Amy
Ochoa for, "A Knit on the Town."
This video goes behind the scenes
to tell the story of some of the
knitted trees, bike racks, and other
various objects that are covered in
this particular art throughout the
CSUMB campus. Ital Marie Lopez
for here photo of the 2011 Dia de
los Muertos celebration. The photo
depicts a drummer and 3 dancers
with half painted skull faces and
long colorful skirts with various
colored feathers on their heads
poking into the sky.

Visual Public Arts major (VPA)
Lopez said, "I'm honored that
I was chosen as the winning
photographer. I look forward to
continue my work in photography!"
The final award was Best Page
Design. The page was published
for the African American History
newspaper issue.
Winner Adam Napoletano said,
"Inspiration for this design came
to me very randomly. I decided to
incorporate the flyer that was made
for African American history month
with the colors, images and layout
of the image that was given to me.
It's amazing what no sleep and lots
of caffeine does to get your created
juices flowing."
There were many worthy articles
amongst the competition that will
have to wait until the next edition
of Otter Realm media awards to be
recognized. Journalists, filmmakers,
and media production will continue
on covering, expressing, and
sharing the news. The ceremony
commemorating these individuals
will take place on May 8th at CSUMB
campus.

King/Chavez Challenge Complete
Awards For Service to the Community
Lynell Morgan, Staff Reporter
LMORGAN@CSUMB.EDU

Imagine being a volunteer at
Dorothy's Place washing the feet
of homeless people. The American
Medical
Student
Association
(AMSA) on campus, with some
students from University California
San Francisco (UCSF) Medical
School, committed themselves to
that service this semester.
"We started looking for different
ways that we could start a
partnership between AMSA and
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
and the community of Salinas,
the community of Monterey, the
community of CSUMB and the
students here," said Jordan Gipe,
President of AMSA.
At a clinic in Berkley started
by two medical students, they
saw the homeless were getting
their feet washed. With this idea,
and a partnership started with
Dorothy's Place, AMSA started
to provide their unique service
to the community. "What better

service can undergrads provide
a population of homeless people
that have been neglected by their
community, then go there and
show them that we are interested in
starting this awesome relationship
with them" said Gipe.
"The Challenge asked students
to follow the example of peace
and civil rights icons Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Cesar
Chavez through service to the
community," says Steven Goings,
AmeriCorps/CSUMB
Service
Opportunities Coordinator."[lt] was
a friendly competition between
student groups to engage in, and
document, purposeful service to
both the Monterey Bay and campus
communities."The 10 CSUMB clubs
that participated documented
more than 4,524 hours of service.
Student Service Awards were
given to campus clubs and
individual students who took
on the King/Chavez Semester of
Service Challenge. The challenge
was issued at the beginning of
the Spring 2013 semester by
Goings. From January 21st, Martin

Luther King Day, to March 31st,
Cesar Chavez Day, CSUMB clubs,
Athletics, AmeriCorps and others
gave their time to serving others.
Several clubs and individuals
were also inducted into the
Purposeful ServiceHonorRoll.Some
non-contestants were also honored
and given special recognition for
their accomplishments, including
CSUMB's
AmeriCorps
VIPs
(Volunteer Infrastructure Program).
CSUMB AmeriCorps VIPs (Volunteer
Infrastructure Program) recruited
3,698 volunteers for their various
sites.
Among the Purposeful Service
Honor Roll Awards presented
this year, was the Super-Hero
Award, the highest award given.
It was awarded to Duane Lindsay,
President of Associated Students
(AS) for the 2012-2013 Academic
year.
"Duane's contributions to the
campus and communities of
Monterey Bay are among the
most remarkable in the history
of CSUMB," says Goings. In his five
years at CSUMB, Lindsay has been

AS PRESIDENT DUANE LINDSAY, SENIOR, SBS, RECEIVES HIS
AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVCE FROM STEVEN GOINGS,
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES COORDINATOR

on 15 committees, lead funding
programs for Saint Jude's and
others, lobbied Sacramento in
support for higher education, lead
state and national voter drives,
been a consistent advocate for
environmental justice, lead AS as
President and CEO, and helped
established the position of the AS
Student Senator.
Service Learning students who
are graduating this year, and some

who participated in this challenge,
will get their time to shine in the
Spotlight on Service Award on May
16 from 4 to 6P.M. at the University
Center.
Graduating
Students,
Faculty, and Community Partners
and their service to the community
will be congratulated for the 2012 2013 Academic year.

COMMUNITY
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WINNER OF OTTER REALM AWARD THE BEST FEATURE ARTICLE
Originally Published on Sierra Club - Ventana Chapter Website

Nitrate Contamination
Ongoing Problem for Salinas Residents
Justin Ebrahemi
JEBRAHEMI@CSUMB.EDU

California's "salad bowl" has been
contaminated, and some local
Salinas residents are paying the
price. After decades of inorganic
fertilizers,
the
groundwater
has been polluted by nitrates
and industrial solvents, causing
physical and financial hardships for
some communities.
A
state-funded
study
by
University of California, Davis has
revealed that one in ten persons
living in Salinas Valley is at risk for
drinking water which exceeds the
nitrate standard. The report warns
that if nothing is done to alleviate
the problem, the percentage of
those at health and financial risk
could reach 80 percent by 2050. If
environmentally-sound practices
were to be implemented, however,
nitrogen pollution from farm
and livestock operations can be
reduced by 30 to 50 percent.
Nitrogen in the form of nitrates
is absorbed by plants but can also
move into the groundwater via a
process called leeching. They are
tasteless, odorless compounds
that can lead to a variety of
medical problems. Infants who
ingest excess levels can lose their
ability to carry oxygen in their
blood, a fatal condition called
"methemoglobinemia."
Nitrate
consumption in adults can lead
to thyroid illness and cancer. With
the advent of chemical solvents
and fertilizers in the industrial
revolution, nitrate contamination
has been a growing problem,
particularly in Salinas Valley.
San Jerardo, a small Valley
community bordered on all
sides by miles of agricultural
field, is just one of the many
communities that have suffered
from nitrate contamination as a
result of synthetic fertilizers in the
agricultural practices of peripheral
farms. The community thrives with
children,
disabled
individuals,
and
retired
farm
workers.
Jerardo members reside in small
refurbished homes surrounded
by a fortress of eucalyptus trees,
separating the community from
miles of farm lands.
In the 1990's, the co-op received

their water through Alco Water
Services, a Salinas-based company.
Alco were found falsifying their
lab tests to mask the nitrate
problem, according to Horacio
Amezquita, manager of the co-op.
Some residents like Eliseo Alcala
experienced rashes, hair loss, and
eye irritation. Amezquita decided
to take action.
Because San Jerardo is a co
op, Amezquita has had difficulty
raising funds to alleviate the
contamination.
In
2001, the
federal government removed Alco
from San Jerardo, and residents
used bottled water until a new
system was established. In 2006,
Amezquita fought for purification
and was rewarded with a temporary
water filtration system using
money from AG labor. Four years
later, the county received stimulus
money on San Jerardo's behalf, and
replaced the filtration system with
a new well 2 miles away from the
co-op, supplying the community
with fresh water.
However, the solution left
residents with the ongoing costs of
the new water system. In five years,
the cost of water has spiked from
an average of $25/ month to $115,
according to Amezquita.
San Jerardo resident Jose
R. Hernandez believes those
responsible for contamination
should be paying the co-op's water
bill. He remains distrustful of the
current water supply, as he claims
it tastes odd. "We still buy gallons
from far away 'cause there's not
much trust in the water. Like many
Jerardo members, he's skeptical
of the surrounding farms. "I have
friends who manage these fields;
I think they use illegal pesticides
in the middle of the night that's
polluting our land. I have red eyes
and rashes, and I think it's from
that."
Hernandez's son is a survivor
of cancer, an illness he believed
to be the result of years of nitrate
contamination. "A lot of people
have cancer here, some have died."
Oversight organizations, like
the Central Coast Agriculture
Water Board, have been making
gradual progress addressing water
contamination in Salinas Valley.
In 2004, the Water Board issued

TWO SAN JERADO WATER WELLS, CONTAMINATED FROM NITRATES.

the "waiver of waste discharge",
an order that required watershed
monitoring.
Last March, the
organization adopted a new AG
order, suggesting that farmers
protect surface water quality by
managing nutrients. The order also
provides a timeline for growers to
report compliance with practices,
using a third party if they desire.
The new system of "tiers" considers
a farm's acreage in how much
information they must report. The
larger farms have to report the
most information, but the data
doesn't necessarily relate to the
causes of pollution in the region.
Marc Los Huertos, Professor for
Environmental Science and Policy
at California State University,
Monterey Bay, believes the AG
order was poorly developed
and needs to be modified to
address the specific source water
contamination. "If you're a big
farmer, you wear a bigger target,
but it is unlikely it will demonstrate
any success because these are the
guys that have already invested
tons into this process. There's never
been information that says which
tier is the source of the problem, it's
not linked in a way that makes any
sense."
Consequently, some of the most
sustainable farmers were penalized
for not reporting their efforts.

"From a scientific standpoint, I felt
like it was dismissing the ones who
were working the hardest", says Los
Huertos.
Part of Los Huertos' work is
how to instill a cultural shift so
that growers can document their
solutions to protect groundwater.
"I'm trying to incentivize for the
guys who are doing a good job", he
explains. "How do we get at those
growers that aren't doing a good
job?"
Steve Shimek, program manager
for Monterey Coastkeeper and
executive director of The Otter
Project, has a different perspective.
"(Los Huerto's) approach is to
incentivize farmers to use less
nitrates, my approach is to have
clear water standards so they
cannot pollute in excess. It's an
incentive approach versus a
regulatory approach."
Due to the new tier system,
some of the smaller farms aren't
being regulated as much. Huertos
believes some farmers are being
wrongly targeted. "It's ironic,
when the AG order started to be
renegotiated a few years ago; the
first thing the growers called for is
better enforcement."
But some central valley farmers
want AG orders repealed. "If you're
not regulating at all, and you have
sudden regulations, it's a huge

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
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impact. It's an expense they haven't
otherwise found out", says Jennifer
Clary of Clean Water Action.
Many farmers are expressing that
monitoring has nothing to do with
solving the problem-it only has to
do with accountability.
Clean Water Action has been
calling for state-wide regulations
for farmers, as they believe
volunteer actions are not sufficient
enough to protect our water. "One
of the difficulties is that part of
the central coast order has been
stopped. Ag is telling us they're
already implementing measures,
but just voluntarily right now", says
Jennifer Clary.
Huertos advocates for more
specific policies farmers can adhere
to- "The growers I know in that
region are really proactive guys.
I think there's a general sense
that they want to be part of the
solution, but they don't know how.
And frankly, as a scientist, it's hard
to figure out a concrete solution."
Yet a concrete solution is exactly
what San Jerardo's manager is
calling for. With a lifetime of organic
farming, Amezquita is appalled by
how local farms are conducting
business. "When you came in, you
saw all that water that's thrown

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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One More for the Road
Students Protest Against East
Campus Rate Increase

Henry Houston, Staff Reporter
HHOUSTON@CSUMB.EDU

This was the last stand for Tenant
Takeover in their fight against
newly imposed East Campus
prices. The rally started at noon
with about seven students holding
signs in front of the Tanimura and
Antle Memorial Library.
After 30minutesof rallying, about
20 students marched throughout
the Main Quad. The group stopped
at the Administration Building to
urge Pres. Ochoa to follow their
demands: to issuea written apology
to all of the CSUMB campusfortheir
"lack of transparency,"host a public
forum so university authorities can
apologize in person, and return
the rates back to whole licenses at
$1,210 for all students.
After Tenant Takeover brought
in a letter signed by all 20 of the
members of the protest, containing
a list of three demands for Pres.

Ochoa to agree to, Ronnie Higgs,
vice president of student affairs,
looked annoyed.
"Do you want me to tell you the
X-Rated version or the PG version,"
he said when asked how he felt
about the protest. "They're out of
line to do this."
Despite the rate increase, Higgs
said that CSUMB still has the
lowest rates in the CSU system. He
added that Tenant Takeover was
out of line with their demands
because Christine Erickson, dean
of students, had already issued an
apology about the handling of the
price change.
An apology was not enough for
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
alum Michael Frederiksen.
"They're increasing rent, and that
should be student initiated,"he said.
"They haven't spoke with students
directly. Instead the forums they
hold are just some token gesture."
Higgs ensured, though, that
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HENRY HOUSTON

STUDENTS MARCH INTO THE MAIN QUAD TO RECRUIT MEMBERS

93 percent of returning East
Campus students would see a price
reduction in their rate for next year.
When all students begin to pay

the new rate, the school will not be
making as much money as Tenant
Takeover has suspected, although
there is a $515 increase in revenue.
"We need this money to hire
another employee for Residential
Life," Higgs said since CSUMB will
regain management of the East
Campus property, leaving Alliance,
current management, in charge of
collecting rent
and
repairs.
"These changes
will also benefit
the
university
because
with
individual
licenses,
and
a limit on how
many can live in
one apartment,
will ease some
of the legal liability that could occur
with those living in an apartment
who are not on the lease."
Chancellor White, who was
informed of the rate change by
Tenant Takeover during his visit
to the campus on April 15, is also
supportive of the price change.
"He read over the numbers and
sees that it makes sense," Higgs
said.
Former Associated Students (AS)
President Duane Lindsay, senior,

SBS, was in attendance at the rally
outside the library.
"I just want to let you know
that AS is your representation and
that we worked with restoring the
rates for continuing East Campus
students," Lindsay said.
However, some members of the
rally were not happy about Lindsay
giving AS credit for working
with
CSUMB
administration.
"We
have
been at all of the
meetings that
Residential Life
have held," Jose
Gutierrez, senior,
GS, said. "We
also
gathered
information
on how many
people live in these houses. It's
not based on assumptions like the
school's figures."
Tenant Takeover is a group
of students who have been in
opposition of the new rates for
East Campus students next year
were announced. The rates are
increasing from $1,210 for a whole
license rate to a total of $1,752 a
month.

"They haven't spoke
with students
directly. Instead the
forums they hold are
just some token
gesture."

VICE PRESIDENT OF STUDENT AFFAIRS RONNIE HIGGS WATCHES CSUMB
STUDENT BRIAN KELLY SIGN A LETTER FOR PRES. OCHOA
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Moving Out, Green Style
Sustainable Ways to Get Rid of Unwanted Items

Cierra Bailey, Staff Reporter
CIBAILEY@CSUMB.EDU

Once finals, library all-nighters,
labs, and essays come to an end,
students are hit with a load of
manual labor as moving day
approaches faster than your fall
tuition due date. Students find
themselves asking, "What do I do
with all my stuff?"

The Otter Realm asked college
students how they are going to
rid their apartments and dorms
of mismatched throw pillows and
kitchen tables with six different
looking chairs.
Several returning students are
renting storage unitsforappliances,
furniture, and winter clothes.
Some friends are even sharing
units to curb the cost. Others plan
to donate to different non-profit
organizations in the area, like Last
Chance and Goodwill.
Garage sales are also popular
amongst students. Lower classmen
moving from Main to East Campus
can purchase cheap items to furnish
their apartments and students
moving out can make money to
finance summer activities. Students

are also getting bucks for their stuff
by selling their unwanted items
on Craigslist. One student jokingly
said he would dispose of all his
stuff in a celebratory bonfire, but
this method isn't exactly legal,
sustainable, or recommended.
Finding out what to do with
your stuff can be overwhelming,
and it may seem the fastest thing
is to throw everything away;
however, doing so is wasteful. Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB) has
helped in an efficient way to assist
in the move-out process by starting
the zero-waste move out program.
During move out weekend there
are sorting stations located around
main campus where students can
bring anything they don't want and
it is put in recycling or donated for

reuse. In 2011, this program allowed
for over 17 tons of recycling or
reusable items to be diverted from
the landfills, according to a press
release from csumb.edu.
A suggestion from none other
than my own Mom is for students
who have big items to do a drive for
local churches and organize a flea
market style program in which low
income residents can benefit from
free or reduced priced furniture
and appliances.
An idea that CSUMB can
implement in the future is for
students to donate their furniture
to Residential Life and they store
it in a location over the summer so
the following semester returning
students can get free furniture.
This idea came from Danielle Ward,

HCOM, senior.
Reupholstering can save an
old couch, and painting tables,
dressers, or shelves can create a
fresh new look for cheaper than
buying brand new.
If we take a little time out of
our hectic lives to look for the
most sustainable ways to get rid
of things, we can find all sorts
of creative and feasible ideas. I
challenge the students of CSUMB
to live up to our campus's pledge to
sustainability by going green with
your waste.

Associated Students Offer Events to Help Students Prepare for Finals

KENDRA HAUGH HELPS STUDENTS DE-STRESS

WITH IE CREAM. W.T.F. WEEK ALSO FEATURES
BAGELS AND EGGS AFTER DARK.

AS MEMBERS MICHELLE FERRARI (LEFT), KENDRA HAUGH

(CENTER), AND NYCOLE BARUCH (RIGHT) WELCOME STU
DENTS TO EVENT

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
KENDRA HAUGH

AS GAVE HAS BEEN GIVING FREE MASSAGES

A FEW STUDENTS TAKE UP THE OFFER AND LAY DOWN

THROUGHOUT THE PASTWEEK DURING FINALS.

FOR SOME RELAXATION IN BETWEEN FINALS.
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Sharing the Wisdom
Three Seniors Reflect on their Knowledge

Nursal Matsu, Staff Reporter
NMATSU@CSUMB.EDU

Capstone Dives into
Fight Against
Domestic Violence Marine Education
John Fleet, HCOM

PHOTO PROVIDED
BY JOHN FLEET

John Fleet, senior HCOM student
combined his hobby and passion
for music to fight domestic violence
through his creative capstone
senior project.
"Domestic violence no more
that's not what love is for. It's time
for you to clean your head. It's time
for you to make your bed. Can't you
see that you are not well. You have
turned a life into hell." John Fleet
wrote these lyrics for a song, and a
produced a video for his capstone
project, in hopes to end domestic
violence.
John, in his project aimed at
bringing awareness to the issue of
domestic violence and reminded

everyone that three out of ten
relationships will have some kind
of domestic violence whether it
be mental, physical, or emotional.
" We have had instances of rape
and violence on campus, so this is a
problem here at CSUMB."John said.
John believes that people will
be less inclined to experience
issues of domestic violence and
know that they are not alone if
they are aware of the signs and
know of ways in which they can
seek out helpJohn's choice of
Domestic Violence as his capstone
project came from his strong
beliefs about domestic violence
being a burden and disease of
society.His own experiences with
domestic violence with family
and neighbors led him to stand
up against domestic violence. His
passion for the subject combined
with his passion for music made his
project a great advocate for a social
change.
John's video is a great
tool to combat domestic violence
and to help spread the awareness.
Visit Youtube and and type in
Domestic Violence No More or TIE
(There is Enough).

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
LAURA BAKKEN

Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
student, Laura Bakken's capstone
of creating "Home School Day"
activities at the Seymour Marine
Discovery Center was featured in
Santa Cruz Sentinel.
The event was part of Bakken's
capstone project and helped many
home school students to get away
from structured indoor school
activities by having two classrooms
all about scientific investigation,
including hands-on experiments
for students.
Bakken's project opened the
doors of science to many home
school students of all different

Breaking Stereotypes
The concept of my capstone is
about Identity Development. My
piece focuses on Establishing
Identity, in which we acknowledge
differences based on gender,
ethnic background, and sexual
orientation.
As a resident advisor I work
with first year students. In my
interactions with residents I have
noticed certain "themes" or "issues"
that have, and keep occurring.
Specifically, I was surprised to
have male residents approach me
with concern over how they are
perceived by fellow building mates.
This got me thinking about what it
means to be a man on campus and

what it means to be a woman on
campus.
It is my belief that college,
experiences
in
college, and
interactions with others is what
allows for the most development
within a college student. My goal
was to offer residents of building
208 the opportunity to have
necessary discussions. With the
facilitation of two workshops,
"What it means to be a man on
campus," and "What it means to be
woman on campus," we discussed
stereotypes and how they affect
our choices and college experience,
our projection of stereotypes
on to others, how to break free
of stereotypes, and how we can

positively contribute to perceptions
of our gender on campus. At
the end of each workshop
participants were photographed
with signs identifying themselves
or contradicting a stereotype. My
capstone itself will be displayed in
building 71 and will consist of five
4ft x 4ft poster prints displayed
on a 20 foot wide wall. The
photographs have been altered
using photoshop.
Visual and Public Art's capstone
features large-scale
sculpture,
painting,
photography
and
installation ranging from personal
reflection and community outreach
to cultural and sociopolitical
concerns and exploration.

ages, engaging them in all aspects
of marine life like the swell shark
petting station, one of the many
hands-on activities featured at
Seymour Marine Discovery Center's
"Home School Day."
"For schools, our activities at
Seymour are more structured,"
Bakken said. "We wanted to open it
up a little bit for the home school
families."
Other student activities included
identifying objects that belong on
the beach and others that don't,
promoting environmental cleanup
and marine life classification.
Students also had the chance to
check out live marine animals.
The
two
scientific
rooms
included one wet and one dry
room. One of
the activities
in the "dry
room"
included
a
fossil testing
activity
which
students
had to guess
which rocks
had
fossils
in
them,
and then
squeezed a

Laura Bakken, Science
droplet of acid onto the rocks to
solidify or debunk their answers.
Exploring the effects of water
pressure on marine animals,
investigating the diet of otters,
identifying different various sea star
and crab species and magnifying
sea stars and sea urchins were just
a few of the activities featured in
the wet room.
Many parents of the students
recognized
Bakken's capstone
project's success. Leah Mastilock,
one participant's mother, testified
to the days success by describing
her children's reluctance to leave
the marine exploration tables.
Mastilock said, "[The kids] loved
the tables, especially the hands on
things. I couldn't get them away."
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I'm Graduating...Now What?
Kari Hatfield, Staff Reporter
KHARTFIELD@CSUMB.EDU

The hustle and bustle of excitement
and emotions will soon take over
the Freeman Stadium at Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) as the 17th
Commencement Ceremony takes
place on May 18 at 10 a.m.
Just when you thought you were
home free, graduates will need to
arrive at the soccer field by 8 a.m.
where breakfast and refreshments
are provided for the celebratory

bunch.
Last year, Freeman Stadium held
over 1,000 graduates receiving
Baccalaureates to Masters degrees,
representing 26 states and 19
countries. And graduation officials
have counted for even more
graduates this year.
Carmel resident Robert Danziger
will be the keynote speaker.
Danziger received an Honorary
Doctorate in Fine Arts from
CSUMB for his work as an inventor,
musician, and sustainable energy

pioneer.
Offsite viewing is available in the
Tanimura and Antle Library, as well
as broadcast on the campus cable
channel.
And now we have a word from
one of our graduating reporters,
Kari Hatfield.
***
One
would
hope
college
graduation is like high school
graduation, where the last month
of school was pretty much all fun
and games.

Instead, it's stress upon stress:
capstone, finals, essays, writing and
putting out your resume, wrapping
up every loose end to your college
career, applying for grad school,
applying for "real" jobs, constantly
answering the questions, "Well
what are you going to do now?"
or "How are you going to use that
degree?"
Then sadness kicks in; this is it.
No more undergrad studies: done.
The rollercoaster of emotion that
comes from that simple statement:

DONE. Moving, not moving,
leaving friends behind, professors,
mentors, maybe leaving jobs and
getting new ones, walking away
from a certain life you've created
for yourself while being here at
CSUMB.
As you walk away from the life
you had at CSUMB, you can look
forward to the life ahead, walking
away with a college degree is a
huge accomplishment and we
should all be so proud. But damn, it
all seemed to go so fast.

Seniors Share their Last Words before Graduation
"I'll miss the $1
beers from the Otter Bay Restaurant."
Henry Houston
HCOM

"You want to
know how I did it?
This is how I did
it, I never saved
anything for the
swim back."
Kameron Sawyer
Communication
Design

"Eddie Would Go."
Olivia Carnahan
SBS

"It was incredible.
I'll miss the people,
but not the
nightlife. Peter B's
I will forever love
you."
Zachary LeBeouf
HCOM

"If opportunity
doesn't knock,
build a door."
Adam Napoletano
HCOM

I "It was SO fun
here I stayed an
extra year!"
Kelsey Lynn
PSYCH

"I will only miss the close
proximity to Noodlebar...trying to fill the hole in my heart
that occupies Noodlebar will
be a very difficult."
feat.
Rachel Center
HCOM

"I am excited about
graduating for real
this time...and not
coming back next
semester. Haha,
I'm ready to be
somebody!"
Katie Shoneff
HCOM

"I am angry they
only give us
five graduation
tickets this year.
It's like I have to
choose which
family members I
like the most!"
Claire Main
HCOM

Congrats Class of 2013!

-Otter Realm
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Making a Difference for
Foster Youth
Compass Program Points Students
in Right Direction

Henry Munoz, Staff Reporter
HMUNOZ@CSUMB.EDU

Growing up in Foster Services can
be one of the most challenging
obstacles in life no matter the
individual case. Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) does its part to
support foster youth through the
Compass Program helping students
overcoming their unique needs
and supporting their transition
from foster system to college life all
the way to graduation.
The Compass program is a resource
available to CSUMB students who
come from this tremendously
challenging background, and is
designed to give extra support and
to help the recipients reach their
educational goals as successful
students. There are approximately
25 foster students on campus, but
the number can be larger because
some prefer to this information not
to be known.
"The bottom line is students
graduate (through the program)
and develop as they go on
and receive support," said EOP
Retention Advisor Berj Amir, who
is one of the faculty members
on campus who coordinates the

Compass Program. Amir also went
on to say that less than 2% of foster
students who enroll in college end
up graduating, which makes this
program extremely helpful to assist
these students in overcoming this
enormous obstacle.
Services
include
Retention
Advisors that provide guidance
throughout their undergraduate
coursework, contacts throughout
the campus and its many
departments designed to give
the students a specific person
to support them in offices like
Financial Aid, as well as information
about scholarship.
Another aspect of the program is
the Compass Club, which is made
up of both Compass program
students as well as allies.
The month of May is National
Foster Care Month, and brings
with it the opportunity to increase
awareness about the 380,000
plus children in the United States
foster care system that are under
the age of 18, according to
fostercaremonth.org. For most
children turning 18 in the foster
system, they are left without
a lifelong family, which makes
services like Compass that much

more important and crucial in the
success of these children.
The Compass Program is
housed under the bigger Extra
Opportunity
Program,
and
although being part of EOP is not
mandatory to receive Compass
benefits, it is recommended that
students apply to EOP as well in
order to receive added help.
Students who have any sort
of history with Foster Services
growing
up
are
strongly
encouraged to apply at any time of
the school year. They just need to
self-identified as foster youth and
express the desire to be a part of
the program.
Compass also connects to youth
in the tri county area showing
children who live in foster services
that they can make their dream of
going to college a reality. CSUMB
students involved in the program
give back to the community by
inviting foster youth students
from grades six through eight
to CSUMB for Foster Youth Day.
These children receive tours of
campus, a look at residential life,
go over the requirements to get
into a university, and get to talk to
college students who were in their

same position years earlier.
While the Compass Program
has only been around CSUMB
within the last four years, it has
already made a difference in the

lives of many, as it continues to
show students the right direction
to ensure that everyone can make
their dreams a reality.

Clouds of Color for a Cure
...continued from front page
countries.
The event seems to have been a
great success with the happy, tired,
dirty participants smiling behind
masks of color and responding
to questions regarding how they
enjoyed the event. "I feel like
Barney...or a dead Smurf!" said
Ethan Federman, Fourth Year,
HCOM.
Perhaps as much fun as the
event itself were the quizzical
looks attracted later that day by
participants studying in the library
or attending class still sporting
the war paint of the festival. It is
the hope that this celebration, in
addition to its goal of funding Polio
relief, will spread greater awareness
of this joyous celebration and
inspire even larger events in the
future.

THIS IS THE FIRST YEAR HOLI FEST HAS BEEN HELD AT CAL STATE MONTEREY BAY (CSUMB). VIBRANT COLORS OF PINK, GREEN,
PURPLE, AND YELLOW WERE THROWN ACROSS THE AIR TO RAISE AWARENESS FOR A CURE FOR POLIO.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CRYSTAL MARIE LOPEZ
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Opinion:

A Golfer's

Just Keep

Swimmin
Mecca

Strong Postseason Play has Returning Players
Excited for Next Season
Greg Will, Staff Reporter
GWILL@CSUMB.EDU

Chris Ramirez, Staff Reporter
CRAMIREZ@CSUMB.EOU

The Monterey Bay Peninsula is
known to have some of the most
monumental and freshest golf
courses in the entire world. This
region continuously plays host
to amateur and pro golfers, as
well as the Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) golf team, as well as
people with a passion for the game.
A few of the notable courses
in Monterey County include
Monterey Pines, Laguna Seca,
Bayonet Black Horse, The Links At
Spanish Bay, Poppy Hills, Pacific
Grove, and Spyglass Hill, to name
a few.
Most recently I played a round
at Monterey Pines, which is located
directly next to the fairgrounds.
Commonly known as the "Navy
Course" because the Navy Golf
Program manages it, this 18-hole
course is great for those who love
the game of golf but don't enjoy
the often-high fees associated with
playing the sport.
The day started out a bit
overcast, but evolved into the
perfect sun-kissed setting for
smashing the ball down the twisty
dogleg fairways the course offers.
Throughout
Monterey,
the
Monterey Pines golf course can
often be overlooked. The fairways
are fairly open, without too many
trees trying to smack down your
ball and the greens roll slightly
slower than other courses.
Not to be deceived this course
can be difficult, especially if the

wind picks up a player can see
there ball going one way and end
up in the water the next. Whether
you are going to play 18 holes of
golf or just ride along in the cart,
Monterey Pines'scenery provides a
relaxing oasis.
Depending on the level of play
a person is at it would be wise to
start at Monterey Pines and then
work your way up to more difficult
courses like Pacific Grove or
Bayonet Black Horse. These courses
tend to be a bit pricier, but are
worth the rates.
Pacific Grove would have
to be among one of the most
entertaining courses to play in
the region. With deer roaming the
fairways and the cool ocean breeze
blowing, golfers tend to enjoy this
environment when hoping to end
their rounds with low scores.
CSUMB student Anthony
Jones, MAJOR, YEAR?, said, "I don't
play golf much mainly because of
the price to play. It can be really
expensive, but I hit balls at the
range sometimes."
Hitting range balls can be a good
way to pass the time and relieve
some stress that won't break the
bank. Bayonet Black Horse golf
course, located off of General Jim
Blvd., charges just $10 for a bucket
of 65 balls. If you don't have any
clubs, you can rent a full set or
single clubs for a fee, too.
Some CSUMB students have
an already established interest in
the sport. Enjoying a round of golf
to take a break from studies, Diego
Ramirez, PSYCH, MAJOR? said, "I
like to go out and play golf because
it helps me focus on something
else for a short time. I can go out
and just have a good time."
No matter what golf course you
choose to play, the quality of these
courses is known around the world
so take that in, go out, and hit a
hole-in-one.

Despite the tough 2013 season, the
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
women's water polo team is already
confident they will bounce back
next year, improving their current
season's record.
This year the team finished with
an overall record of 12-22. Eleven
of the teams 22 losses were close
games, finishing with the Otters
behind by three or less points.
One of these 11 games was
played on Friday, April 26th, in Santa
Clara when the Otters fell short of
a second consecutive ride to the
WWPA semifinals. In the match
against the home SCU Broncos the
Otters fell behind in the first by four
goals. The Otters' strong defense
shut out the Broncos in the second

and only allowed four goals for the
remainder of the game. By the end
of the third the team had closed
the gap to a score of 6-4, but were
unable to catch up in the fourth.
The final score was 8-5.
Despite losing the first game
of the championships the Otters'
had an impressive postseason,
winning four out of their last six
games and finishing fifth in the
WWPA tournament. Center Kara
Orr, Red Shirt Sophomore, says the
postseason success was largely
due to a strong defensive effort;
"We shut down the other teams,"
stated Orr. "Our offense fed off our
of defense and Jackie (Walters) lead
the offense with some nice goals.
That was the standard we could
have played up to all season long."
When asked about the pros and
cons of the season Orr told the Otter
Realm the teams record doesn't do

it justice. "We had a good team this
season and our strong point was
our defense. Offensive players like
Jackie Walters stepped up and lead
the team, but unfortunately when
she got hurt the team slumped
in her absence. Not because we
couldn't still compete without her,
it was just a mental blow to us."
The CSUMB women's water polo
team is looking forward to what
should be a very interesting season
next year. Nearly every starter is
graduating so the Otter's will be
competing with a very young team.
Orr, who has two years of eligibility
left, will be the oldest member of
the group.
Next season we need to continue
to have a stern defense and also to
step up our attack. If we play as well
as I know we can we'll have a great
year."

SOPHOMORE AMANDA JENNINGS LED THE WESTERN WATER POLO ASSOCIATION
IN SAVES PER GAME THIS SEASON. SHE WILL BE A KEY RETURNING MEMBER OF A
STRONG, YOUNG CORE OF OTTER WOMEN'S WATER POLO PLAYERS.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
OTTERATHLETICS
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Baseball Team

UNITE! Snags First

Greek Community Hits Gridiron for End-of-the-Year Event

Regular Season Title
Senior
featuredof
asthe
ESPN
Student-Athlete
Week
Otter Realm Staff
OnERREALM@CSUMB.EDU

bled, and sweat out on the field as
they were striving to win the cup.
One player may have done all the
The Greek Cup! An event that above and more. Alex Santana,
closes the end of another school an athlete from fraternity Omega
year. As students are excited to Delta Phi, ended up having to head
graduate, getting ready to head to the hospital after players said,
home for summer, or continue to "His ankle popped out" during a
enjoy the weather of the Monterey soccer game. His teammates had
Peninsula, it all begins with a a response from the doctor and
friendly competition
between confirmed that it was severely
each Greek community. The sprained. A close call.
Fraternities and sororities got
Multicultural Greek Council(MGC)
hosts the event where Greeks go into the game as their brothers and
sisters waved signs and chanted
head to head in an array of sports.
Participants this year included their lungs out.The day progressed
sororities Delta Omega Rho, Kappa and participants enjoyed orange
Delta Chi, Lambda Sigma Gamma, slices, listening to music and
Lambda Theta Nu, Sigma Omega watching the other games.
Shannon Cornick, Sigma Theta
Nu, Sigma Theta Psi, and Theta
Alpha Sigma. Fraternities included Psi said, "It was really cool to see all
Kappa Sigma, Gamma Zeta Alpha, of the organizations have so much
Kappa Alpha Psi, Nu Alpha Kappa, spirit and fun."
Games were close as KD Chi
and Omega Delta Phi. This year the
sports included football, soccer, missed a last chance opportunity
at the goal line against Sigma Theta
and volleyball.
Teams hit the gridiron ready to Psi. Sigma Theta Psi went on to
go Sunday morning as the day win it all in a volleyball match. For
began with women's soccer and the fraternities Kappa Sigma was
men's flag football. Weather was awarded their third consecutive
slightly cloudy as the sun still beat win of the event.
through the clouds offering a tan
Neirit
Rosales,
KD
Chi,
Kinesiology Major said, " Greek
or sunburn.
Greeks ran, jumped, kicked, Cup was an awesome time! It's a
Chris Ramirez, Staff Reporter
CRAMIREZ@CSUMB.EDU

great opportunity for all the Greeks
to get together and play some
friendly games."
Adan Morales, HCOM major and
coach of KD Chi said, "I was glad
to see that the girls had played as
well as they did. I thought it was an
entertaining game to watch and
coach."
The
event
also
brought
members from outside of the
Greek community to help coach or
cheer on teams.
The most important part of
the day was the connectivity the
event brought to Greek life as well
as students from CSUMB. Some
individuals from other Cal State
Universities even took the field.
Graduating student and KD Chi
member Sugeyth Ronquillo said,
"I had a good experience at Greek
Cup! In comparison to last year I've
seen major improvements within
the Greek community.There is a lot
more unity and less tension in the
environment."
The Greek community will
continue to pursue their aspirations
as some are graduating this
semester or pursuing a Master's
Degree elsewhere. Many of the
participants will return once again
for a chance at the Cup in 2014.

At the top of the ninth inning,
with runners on first and second,
UC San Diego looked to have the
Cal State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
men's baseball team sealed in their
first California Collegiate Athletic
Associated (CCAA) regular season
title.
Ranked no. 8 in the CCAA,
the Otters were hopeful as their
reliever AJ. Quintero, snagged a
bunt attempt by UCSD, while being
able to throw their runner out on
third. Quintero racked up his 10th
save with the help of a foul out and
a strikeout during the ninth inning.
Senior Jesse Olson had a single
to right field in the bottom of the
sixth, stealing second allowing him
to advance to third on a ground
out. Olson earned the title of ESPN
Central Coast 630 Student-Athlete
of the week, for his walk-off single.
In a past interview with the Otter
Realm, Coach Walt White hasalways
known this day would come. White

discussed his focus on changing
the program's culture, explaining
how changing the culture, attitude
and personality of their team were
all things he looked for and they
seem to have found their niche.
After three years with the
program, White has not only
solidified his first championship
at CSUMB, but has created
groundbreaking base work for his
players.
The top-seeded Otters will open
the
double-elimination
CCAA
tournament on Thursday, May 9
at 3 p.m. against fourth-seeded
Sonoma State at Banner Island
Ballpark in Stockton. No. 2 Cal
State L.A. and No. 3 Chico State,
who split its series in Chico to end
the regular season, will go head-tohead once again.
A full schedule and bracket can
be found on OtterAthletics.com, as
well as GoCCAA.org.

THE CSUMB BASEBALL TEAM CELEBRATES AFTER

CLINCHING THEIR FIRST REGULAR SEASON TITLE

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
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Honoring Boston
Big Sur Marathon Kicks-Off Once Again
Chris Ziel, Staff Reporter
CZIEL@CSUMB.EDU

Since 2010, the Big Sur Marathon
has welcomed a special group
of runners within its marathon those who take the challenge of
competing in the historic Boston
Marathon followed directly by the
scenic Big Sur Marathon, which are
usually just a
week or two
apart.
This year's
Boston
2 Big Sur
Challenge or B2B took on even
greater significance, due to the
horrible bombings that took place
last month. This year the race truly
united runners between the two

coasts.
Hundreds of runners signed up
for the challenge, which ended
up selling out months ago. Even
though many B2B participants
were unable to finish the Boston
Marathon last month, they will still

"This year the race truly united
runners between the two coasts"
receive a B2B finisher's medallion,
jacket, and will gain admittance
into the B2B tent following the
race. This decision was welcomed
by dozens of runners in an effort

to honor those affected by Boston.
The Big Sur Marathon provided
opportunities for all runners to pay
tribute to victims and runners of
Boston, as well as the city of Boston
itself.
At the Big Sur Marathon's Health
& Fitness Expo, race organizers
planned a special Boston Tribute
area. Guests had the chance to
write messages on a large banner
and to share stories of their
experiences.
Donations to The One Fund
Boston charity established for the
victims of the Boston bombings
could also be made in this location.
Additional tributes will include

observing
a moment of
silence at the start
of each race and providing a limited
supply of tribute pins. On sale at
the expo, guests can also choose to
purchase a "Runner's United" tech
fabric shirt or custom race bib shirt
with proceeds donated to "The
One Fund Boston."
There were also many additional

personal tributes
such as signage,
shirts and many
more. One runner
will be ran alongside
the 4:15 pace team with
a sign to honor victims of
the Boston explosions.
There was also heightened
security throughout all aspects of
the event. The race maintained
a high level of safety precautions
and communications due to the
difficult logistical challenges of
the course.
Multiple agencies
worked together to make sure that
everyone who participated had the
highest level of safety.

Surfing Girls
A Non-Profit Surfing Organization for Young Girls
Lynell Morgan, Staff Reporter
LMORGAN@CSUMB.EDU

Surfing
locally,
responding
globally. The Wahine Project is a
non-profit organization "created in
an effort to reach out to young girls
who otherwise would not have
access to the resources that would
allow them to surf," stated on their
webpage.
The organization was started
by Dionne Ybarra and had its first
Pilot program in April of 2010.
"The first pilot was a total success,"
says Ybarra. "Two sessions with
12 girls representing the diversity
of Monterey County." Half of

those girls continued on with the
organization into the summer and
following school year. Since then,
there is still one girl that is with
them and will be a part of their first
Summer Internship program.
Their goal since the first pilot
has been to break the barriers
that prevent the participation of
young girls in the sport of surfing
and to provide them not only with
the knowledge of surfing, but to
increase their awareness of their
global citizenship.
Another positive outcome from

WAHINE GIRLS INTERACT WITH ONE ANOTHER IN A CIRCLE

the pilot was that it was run by a
student from UCSC. The student's
mother was a pro surfer and now
owns her own surf company in
LA County. They both taught the
founders of The Wahine Project
how to create and run a beach
program. They also lent them
equipment until they had the funds
to purchase their own.
Their purpose has been to "allow
access to girls in the sport of surfing
who would otherwise not have
the opportunity, focus on ocean
safety and recreation, provide
education on how to maintain a
healthy lifestyle through exercise
and nutrition, promote positive
self esteem through participation
in sports, and to help girls develop
a sense of social responsibility and
environmentaI stewa rdshi p."
For example, a girl from Iran
may be different from a girl in
Monterey; but the one thing tb4
they share in common is surfing
and skateboarding.
,I
The Wahine Project and Ybarra
were recently in the Monterey
Herald. Ybarra said to the Herald
"We've had girls who, during
their first couple of days with The
Project, are super-shy, and scared,
and nervous. By the second or third

WAHINE GIRLS ARE STOKED TO LINE

UP WITH THEIR LONGBOARDS AFTER

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
LYNELL MORGAN

ANOTHER SURF SESH.

or fourth day with us, they become
very talkative and excited. They're
asking a million questions. They're
bonding with other girls - often
j^h somebody who lives in a part
of the country that is very different
from theirFit's very cool to see that
happen."
They
hope
that
through
"education, outreach and travel
young girls will be provided
opportunities that will give them
a sense of social responsibility that
surfing uniquely provides."
The Wahine Project is an
educational program that is

provided for girls between the
ages of 7 and 17. The organization
exposes girls to a planed schedule
of surf lessons, excursions, lectures
and field, trips that are balanced
with physical conditioning and
ocean recreation activities.
If you are interested, you can
follow them on their Facebook
page. Ybarra is constantly updating
it with events and words of
encouragement. You can learn
more about The Wahine Project at
their website thewahineproject.
org.

201 Otter Realm | May 8, 2013 | www.otterrealm.net

ADS

CELEBRATING ZACHARY I BEEF) LeBEOQF"
ANDREW HARDESTY, & KELSEY LYNN’S GRADUATION

685 Cannery Row, Monterey CA
More Info: 831-717-4280

Designed By: Katie Shoneff

Designed By: Ariel Barry

NEWS

www.otterrealm.net I May 8,2013 | Otter Realm | 21

Awards Galore

Graduating Seniors Receive Special Honors for Academics and
Contributions to Campus
Cierra Bailey, Staff Reporter
CIBAILEY@CSUMB.EDU

Two women on extraordinary
journeys were among the five
students honored with awards
for their academic excellence and
strong impact on the campus
community at the Spring Honors
Convocation.
Ana
Angeles,
Business major, received the
President's Award and Emily
Roncase, Biology major, received
the Provost's Award.
Angeles received her Award for
Exemplary Student Achievement.
In order to get this distinction
the student has to demonstrate
leadership, depth of involvement,
and notable contributions to
university life. And
Roncase
received the Provost's Award for
Exemplary Academic Achievement.
She has excelled in her major
and contributed to the learning
community of Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB).
Both, Angeles and Roncase were
nominated for their awards by staff
and faculty they worked closely
with. When Angeles found out she
was chosen she was in disbelief. "I
got the call from President Ochoa

while I was on a graduate school graduation celebration for the class
tour and I thought somebody was of 2013.
messing with me," she said. "I saw
Roncase transferred to CSUMB
the 831-582... number calling but I in 2010, and has made an impact
assumed it had to do with financial with the Undergraduate Research
stuff for AS (Associated Students)." Opportunities
Center
(UROC)
Angeles looked up the phone and the science disciplines of
number on the campus directory CSUMB. She maintained a 4.0 GPA
several times before believing the throughout her academic career,
call from President Ochoa was real. meanwhile, helping restructure the
When Roncase found out about seminar courses offered in UROC as
her nomination she was in shock. a teacher's assistant.
"Part of me felt like I didn't deserve
Her motivation for working with
it, but I was honored and really UROC was rooted in the desire to
enthusiastic about it," she said.
give back to a program that helped
In the beginning of Angeles' her. "If I hadn't been introduced to
college career she did not enjoy UROC, I know I wouldn't be where I
attending CSUMB. In the summer am right now," she said.
of 2010 her perception drastically
Through Service Learning, she
changed when she worked as an left her mark on the community
orientation leader and learned new by conducting her service at the
aspects of college experience.
Seaside's Boys and Girls Club. The
She
become
the
first club started a science club only
Associated Student (AS) College for girls. Emily was one of the
of Professional Studies Senator, first females brought in to help
worked as a student assistant in as an organizer and she was at
the Student Disability Resources the forefront to get the program
Center, studied abroad for a year running.
in London, and became the Chief
Roncase's future plans include
Financial Officer for AS during using a $90,000 grant she received
the 2012-2013 term. Angeles was from
the
National
Science
also instrumental in founding the Foundation to fund the first three
Asian Pacific Islander Association years of her graduate education
(APIA) and organizing the first APIA at the Scripps Research Institute

in
Southern
California.
She's
going for a PhD
in Chemical and
Biological Sciences.
Her research focus
included examining
the
toxicity
of
the water in a
Watsonville's lake.
"I really like the
idea of becoming
a professor or at
least working with
students who I can
mentor in the futu re, BUSINESS MAJOR ANA ANGELES RECEIVED THE
because that's a PRESIDENT'S AWARD.
really rewarding experience," she attending New York University to
pursue her graduate education in
said.
This summer Angeles will attend September.
The Outstanding Senior Award
the Dungy Leadership Institute
through NASPA with all expenses for Social Justice went to Graciela
covered.
This is the leading Rizo, Psychology major. The Alumni
association for the advancement, Vision Award wentto Yesenia Lopez,
health, and
sustainability of KIN major, while the Outstanding
the student affairs profession, Senior Scholar Athlete Award went
according to its website. Angeles to Brandon Ward, BUS, senior. All
wants to have a career in higher students receiving honors will
education student affairs; "Not to be acknowledged during the
sound corny, but it's really one of commencement ceremony on May
those careers that chooses you,"she 18 and Ana Angeles will deliver a
said. Angeles also has a graduate speech offering encouragement to
assistantship
at
Marymount all the graduates of 2013.
Manhattan College and she will be

Nitrate Contamination
Continued from Page 11...
out? There's no rain. So why is so
much water sitting there? I've been
farming all my life, that's not good
farming practices."
Water quality isn't the only
problem that Jerardo is dealing
with. Currently, the co-op is trying
to figure the most efficient and
sustainable way to treat their
wastewater.They recently obtained
a County grant to fix their water
system, but Amezquita believes
farmers should be part of the
solution as well. "They're wasting
valuable time that can be used to
mitigate the amount of damage
from cheap fertilizers. You need

some kind of organic matter.
Organic soil has thousands of
organisms while synthetic fertilizer
doesn't. It's like you eating vitamins
versus real food."
"It's kind of an embarrassment
that we let it happen for so long
and it wasn't addressed in a very
thought-out way. I think the
residents are disappointed", says
Huertos.
Joseph
McIntyre,
Executive
Director of AG Innovations, a
non-partisan nonprofit, is calling
for immediate response. "I think
there's a pretty broad agreement
that communities need safe, clean

drinking water immediately. The
solution for that is quite different
than the long term solution.
Nitrates will be in water for at least
50 years, we're obviously not going
to wait that long", says McIntyre.
AG
Innovation looks over
the California Roundtable on
Agriculture and the Environment,
an organization that focuses on the
long-term drivers of nitrates and
"how to find the perfect balance
between our need to produce food
crop and how to minimize nitrates
that remains in soil", explains
McIntyre.
The UC Davis report estimates
it will cost $20 million to $35

million per year to treat water
in community systems, which
are highly susceptible to nitrate
contamination. It is estimated that
about 254,000 people live in these
communities.
Amezquita realizes the financial
hardships of solving a problem
that began decades ago. "There's
not enough money to cure the
problems the industry has created
by overproduction, by creating a
synthetic way of farming."
Jennifer Clary believes the
financial burden is not as bleak as it
seems. "Any financial aspect would
be on the grower's. However, the
program calls to use fewer nitrates

which would save farmers money.
The amount they would save hasn't
been measured."The Central Coast
Water Board is also issuing financial
assistance in some cases to help
growers reach compliance.
Environmental progress ¡staking
the form of agricultural milestones
that the farming industry, while
sometimes reluctantly, adheres
to. While the political wheels for
regulation are slowly turning, San
Jerardo residents are taking the
financial burden of a pervasive
water fiasco that no one wants to
take the blame for.
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ingdom California DramaCon
edpers Ghost Notes Volumes 1-3

K

by Ridley Pearson

Nuclear Winter

Wonderland

By Svetlana Chmakova

By Joshua Corin

A romantic Japanese comic book
that takes place at an Anime
Convention? Christie finds herself
falling head-over-heels for a
stranger she barely even knows.
The drama ensues through all
three volumes. Starting with
Christie finding herself going to
her very first Anime Convention
with
two
chaperones
and
her boyfriend. However, her
boyfriend flirts with every girl
who comes to their table, driving
Christie to wander off in tears. She
then bumps into a stranger who
comforts her and the one that she
ends up falling in love with. The
tale of love jumps back and forth
as both Christie and Matt, the
stranger, try to find romance on
common ground while battling
with their own separate life
crises. Will they ever be able to
be together? This manga is filled
with drama, humor, and romance
in every panel.

Follow Adam, a member of the
Alpha Phi Kappa fraternity at
the University of Michigan, as he
goes on a wild goose chase in the
cold of December. After finding
out that his crazy Uncle Dexter is
dead, he picks up his twin sister,
Anna, at her university in Ohio
before heading off to New Jersey.
On their way, Adam parks at a rest
stop, leaving his sister in the car
as he ran to the restroom. Then
everything goes south. A man
sitting in the stall next to him
robs him of his wallet and steals
his car with his sister still in it.
With the man's car being the only
thing that he has, he goes out in
search of Anna. Along the way,
he meets a hitchhiking Croatian
female clown by the name of
Cherry Sundae and a short old
man named Filbert who joins
him on his journey. Will they be
able to find Adam's sister before
his family has to arrange another
funeral?

Have you ever wanted to visit
Walt Disney World at night? This
book takes you there. Follow Finn
and four other teens as "guides"
in a fight against Disney villains
who "threaten both the future
of Walt Disney World and the
stability of the world outside its
walls," as stated by the book's
author Ridley Pearson. With the
cutting-edge technology known
as DHI (Disney Host Interactive
and Daylight Hologram Imaging).
Finn and his friends find that it
has a few "unexpected effects."
The five teens find themselves in
their DHI forms in Disney World
at night! But is it real or a dream?
And who is this elderly Imagineer,
Wayne, that helps them out and
gives them information about
the Overtakers? This is a book for
the young at heart and is filled
with 325 page of a thrilling and
magical adventure.

Ever been curious about the
haunted places in the state of
California? Read the 93 short
stories by Randall A. Reinstedt in
his book California Ghost Notes.
This book is a collection of some
scary and intriguing stories that
Reinstedt has heard and seen
from 1990 to 2000. He even
mentions a few places around
the Monterey Area. Some of
them include a man who died
in his home and still looks after
his garden in Monterey's Skyline
Forest, a woman named Hattie
Gragg who haunts the now closed
Stokes Adobe, the many ghosts
that walk up and down the streets
of Cannery Row, the popular
Winchester Mystery House in San
Jose, and many more. The book
is filled with about 230 pages of
stories for ghost enthusiasts and
those who are looking to read
something spooky.

The Great

The Chronicles The Hidden Diary of
Marie Antoinette

GATSBY of Narnia

The Looking

Glass Wars
By Frank Beddor
The story of Alyss is told again,
but in a different manner than
the one Lewis Carroll told. Alyss
Heart, princess and heir to the
throne of Wonderland, has to
flee through the Pool of Tears to
escape from her aunt Redd who
wants the throne for herself.
One through the Pool of Tears,
Alyss finds herself in Victorian
London and unable to find her
way back home. As the years
pass, Alyss is adopted by a new
family. While she finds her life
to be comfortable, Wonderland
is in chaos as its citizens try to
take back the kingdom from
Queen Redd. Their only hope is
that the Royal Bodyguard, Hatter
Madigan, can find Princess Alyss
and help restore her to the throne
before all of Wonderland is
completely under Redd's control.
And if he does find her, will she
accept her duties as the Princess
of Wonderland or go back to her
home in London that she has
become so familiar with?

Enders Interview With The
Game VAMPIRE

by F Scott Fitzgerald

by CS Lewis

by Carolly Erickson

by Orson Scott Card

by Anne Rice

With the movie coming out this
month, now would be a good
time to bring this American classic
off the bookshelf and give it a
read. Set in the 1920s, follow Nick
Carraway, a bonds salesman, as
he becomes next door neighbors
with Jay Gatsby, a mysterious
millionaire. Nick then begins to
be sucked into Gatsby's world,
attending lavish parties and slowly
unlocking the mystery that is Jay
Gatsby. Fall into a world of lavish
parties, romance and mystery in
this classic novel. This is a short
read but is still worth taking the
time to read again if you haven't
done so since your high school
English classes.

This series has been a favorite of
mine since I was a child. Although
it is considered a children's fantasy
series, I believe these books are
so well written it does not matter
how old you are when you begin
the series. There are seven books
in the series, but if you have
limited time to read this summer
I would recommend staying with
the classic "The Lion, The Witch
and the Wardrobe", although "The
Magician's Nephew"is my personal
favorite from this series. "The Lion,
The Witch and the Wardrobe"
follows the four Pevensie children
as they find a magical wardrobe
which transports them into the
world of Narnia. This is a fun
fantasy book and a light read for
the summer.

I have always been interested
in historical fiction but find
sometimes that it can be
slightly dry. In this book, rather
than simply write out events,
the narrative is told through
diary entries written by Marie
Antoinette, the Queen of France
from 1774 until 1792. I have
always been interested in French
history, Marie Antoinette in
particular, so finding this book
made my day. In this book, follow
Marie Antoinette's life as she goes
through the changes to become
the Queen of France up until her
inevitable death. Although I did
enjoy this book, it is important to
take it with a grain of salt. Because
it is fiction, not everything is
historically accurate.

This book would also be a great
choice to read or reread this
summer as a movie version is
set to release in Nov of this year.
The very first time I read this
it was not my favorite book. I
was not into science fiction and
found it to be boring. However,
upon bringing it back out of my
book shelf recently I have found
a new love for it. In this book,
young children are sent to special
training by the government to
form them into perfect soldiers to
fight against a hostile alien race.
The book focuses on one child's,
Ender Wiggin, rise to fame in the
training program and he handles
the pressure of the training and
not wanting to become cruel like
his brothers.

Interested in the vampire genre
but get turned away by all
the Twilight-esque novels out
therew? Have no fear! "Interview
With The Vampire" has that bit of
vampire fantasy you want without
all the glittering in the sun. In this
cult classic, follow the vampire
Louis de Pointe du Lac as he tells
his life story to a reporter. Rather
than showing the romantic side
of vampires, this book shows the
darker side of living a life of death.
Vampirism is not all it's cracked
up to be, and most of the book
is spent showing Louis trying to
accept his new life. This book is a
very good read and is perfect for
some late summer night reading.

Designed By: Brittany Harden

ARACELY IN FLORENCE, ITALY
CHECKING OUT THE LEANING TOWER
OF PIZA.

A chance to study abroad should
not be passed up. To highlight the
study abroad opportunities offered
by Cal State Monterey Bay, I asked
three students who are currently
abroad how their experience has
been so far.
If you find yourself interested in
studying abroad, be sure to visit
Holly White at the Office of Interna
tional Programs in building 58.

Interview with Aracely Garcia
What school are you studying at
and where is it located?
I am currently attending CSU Fi
renze. It is located in Florence, Italy.
It is a school dedicated to CSU stu
dents who are studying in Florence.
Why did you choose this loca
tion?
In the eighth grade I fell in love
with an Italian-American boy. I was
convinced that I would marry an
Italian so I went through my entire
high school career telling everyone
that I knew that I'd be studying
abroad in Italy. I haven't found my
husband yet but I still have a month
left so wish me luck!
Are your classes conducted in
English or the native language?
My study abroad program is nine
months long. My first semester
here my classes were conducted
in English. However, the second se
mester we are forced to take classes
that are taught in Italian by Italian
professors.
What has been the most difficult
part of living abroad?
It might sound silly but aside
from the obvious, missing my fam
ily, the hardest thing about living
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abroad has been not having access of your comfort zone and explore completely structured different
to the things that I take for granted this world! IT IS SO MUCH MORE than English and Spanish (I am
in the states. In California we are AMAZING THAN YOU IMAGINE. Go Mexican American and Spanish is
SPOILED rotten with diversity in out. Find yourself. Nothing cures a my first language).
food. I often find myself craving Chi broken heart quite like Europe.
What has been the best part of
nese food at three a.m. and don't
your experience so far?
even get me started on the lack of
Interview with
The best part of my experience
mexican food. Don't get me wrong
has to be meeting locals from the
Marcos Sandoval Barr
the food in Italy is THE BEST. It's just
area and bonding by going to bars,
that sometimes you could really go
What school are you studying clubs, tourist areas, stores, and of
for some wings and Dr. Pepper, you at and where is it located?
course famous Korean restaurants.
know?
Yonsei University, Seoul South What is the best food you've had?
What has been the best part of Korea.
The best food I have had is live
your experience so far?
Why did you choose this loca octopus.
The best part of my experience tion?
How is the weather compared to
has been breaking out of my com
I chose this location because I've Monterey?
fort zone just in general. When always wanted to visit and be a part
COLD! VERY VERY COLD! It gets
you study abroad there are a lot of of the Asian culture. I knew Asian to the negatives sometimes and
things that you're going to try that culture is much more different than when that happens I have to wrap
you would never even think to try. I American/European culture.
myself in 3 layers of cloths and
am naturally a very shy person and Are your classes conducted in hope for the best.
since being here and just travel English or the native language?
What would you like to tell stu
ing I've really opened
dents about the
up and I am thankful
country and/or city
for the opportunity to
you are living in?
meet so many people
Make sure you
and have so many con
study a bit of the lan
nections to young stu
guage before coming
dents like me all over
here, I came here not
the world.
knowing
anything
How is the weather
and I was lost since
compared to Mon
day 1.
terey?
When I first arrived
Interview with
in Italy it was hot. The
Stuti Desai
type of hot that makes
showers pointless. This
What school are
heat was disgusting. I
you studying at and
live in the central valley
where is it located?
back in California but
I'm studying at
MARCOS BARR STUDIED ABROAD IN
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY Kingston
let me tell you a little
Univer
SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA. HE SNAPPED THIS
KENT WELLINGTON
PHOTOON HIS TRIP.
something
about
sity in London, UK. I
this Italian heat: it is
chose this location because
the devil. By about November or so of my classes are conducted in Eng Why did you choose this loca
it got SO cold. I used to curl up in lish.
tion?
a little ball and beg my roommate Are your classes challenging?
I chose this location because I was
to cuddle with me because it was
Most classes are similar to classes applying as a senior studying pre
THAT cold. Lately the weather has taken at CSUMB, but my most dif med and I didn't want to risk going
been just right but summer is com ficult class is Korean language. We to a country that spoke a different
ing up soon
attend class Monday to Friday for language other than English, as
What would you like to tell stu two hours a day and it is very dif well as risk my senior year/biology
dents about the experience of ficult because the Korean language degree going into a country where
studying abroad?
the educational system would be
Do it. Do it. Do it. DO IT! Get out and any other Asian language is unknown to me.

ARACELY SNAPS A PHOTO AT THE "BIG

BEN"TOWER IN LONDON.

What has been the most difficult
part of living abroad?

The most difficult part about
studying abroad has probably been
trying to do too many things all at
once. And this year has finished so
fast! There is so much Kingston has
to offer and I was filling my days
with so much activity. I took part in
things i would never imagine (belly
dance, aikido martial arts, improvi
sation dance class, HCO-life science
society..etc)
What has been the best part of
your experience so far?
Best part of my experience has to
be the trip I took to Dublin, Ireland.
It was amazing and I wish I could go
back.
What is the best food you've had?
The best food I've had here are
enjoying the chips (what we call
fries! They are chunky, thick, and so
delicious!). I will definitely be miss
ing that.
How is the weather compared
to Monterey?
Everyone says this year the
weather was terrible and that they
had never seen such a long winter,
but I enjoyed the cold while it last
ed. A lot of the times the weather
reminded me of Monterey with
overcast and slight breeze.
What would you like to tell stu
dents about the experience of
studying abroad?
I recommend every student to
go abroad for a year instead of a
semester. It flies by so fast and not
to mention I ended up making two
sets of friends from the two semes
ters who came to Kingston with
me.
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Regaining Possession
Student-Athlete's Life-Changing Decision Alters Future

Alyssa Malfatti, Staff Reporter
AMALFAni@CSUMB.EDU

I understand and appreciate how
hard it all is to balance everything.
Juggling both sides of being a
student athlete and just a student
left me wondering how I pulled it
off the last two years. Sometimes
I could not handle just being a
student. With daily practices and
weekly games times arose where I
could not grasp what was necessary
to succeed in both aspects and for

the first time in my life, I looked in
the mirror and did not believe in
the person staring back.
Over the course of this semester
I have written articles about
students athletes on campus. This
idea sparked my interested in
getting to know other athletes, but
also how they managed their dayto-day lives.
I grew up in a household
where sports were an everyday
conversation or event. There was
always a sporting event to attend,
whether it was
my soccer games,
brothers or dad's
games, we were
always on the
field. My love for
sports did not
stop at soccer. I
have a passion for
watching everything from football
to baseball and all the sports
inbetween.
Throughout my time in high
school I made the varsity soccer
team four years in a row, but

never planned on continuing into
college, until I spoke with the
women's soccer coach at Cal State
Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
With the coach's warmth and the
homey feeling Monterey gave me, I
immediately took the offer to play
here and I can honestly say it was
the best decision I have ever made.
Soccer was always my "outlet," but
playing in Monterey was more of a
lifestyle and I never found myself
wanting to leave. The team was a
cohesive family unit that I would
not have found
anywhere
else. I found
myself wishing
that
feeling
of acceptance
lasted longer
than it did.
Through
hard work and dedication I took
over a senior spot on the field as
a freshman and worked my way
to playing a full 90-minutes. It
was exactly the place I wanted
to be and I had the feeling I was

"The experience has
opened doors to new
beginnings, where I
hope coaching is in
my future"

constantly in the right place every
time I laced up my cleats. That is,
until I hit a bump in the road, well
more like a pot hole, and I could not
find my way out.
When the soccer program hired
a new coach that looked promising
for the team, finding a new team
dynamic with a new coach proved
difficult. At first, getting told every
day I was not good enough pushed
me to do better. I trained twice as
hard; digging deep into my skills to
perform the way I was "suppose to."
But for some odd reason, the same
coach that told me I was going
to be a huge asset to the team
decided I was not going to amount
to anything. Inevitably, I was let go
from the team, but grew up every
day after that.
Even through my struggles with
sports has always been prevalent,
it comes within the territory of any
skill or trade, sports or not.
When I have a bad day, watching
a baseball game or listening to a
football game on the radio makes it
that much better. It has taken me a

long time to step on a soccer field
again, but the nostalgia of smelling
the freshly cut grass makes being
on the field worth it again.
To this day, my coach's voice and
her words still ring in my head.
However, I am a much stronger
person for moving forward and
accepting soccer as a pastime is
not going to be the end of my
relationship with soccer. The
experience has opened doors to
new beginnings where I hope
coaching is in my future. Playing
soccer, losing soccer and getting
over soccer have made me the
person I am today.
Over the years I have learned
there are going to be people in my
life I just will not get along with,
but those people will help me
grow into the person I want to be.
The effect sports have on me is life
changing. My heartache, and love
for them have taught me lessons
no schooling could ever do. Sports
have shaped who I am, that's the
best lesson anything can ever teach
you.

Work...
School...
Social
Life?
The Majority of Students in a Balancing Act
Greg Will, Staff Reporter
GWILL@CSUMB.EDU

"Full Time Student" is a term used
to describe someone taking 12 or
more units at a college campus. 12
units is supposed to equal around
12 hours in class per week and at
least 12 hours of homework a week.
Again, "Full Time" meaning no time
for anything else.
However, a study from the U.S.
Census Bureau which took place
4 months ago tells us 72 percent
of undergrad students across the

county work at least 15 hours a
week and 20 percent of students
work full time. If a student works
a solid 32 hours a week and has 16
units that person is putting in 64
hours of some sort of labor every
week. Assuming that same student
gets eight hours a night of sleep
they are only left with 48 hours in
a 7 day period to take some sort of
break.
With such little downtime a
person can quickly burn out. Senior
Zachary Johnson, Psychology, has
been working 30 or more hours a
week since he was a sophomore;
"You know, I think it's good for
students to work. It keeps us busy.
The problem arises when people
are working too much..." Johnson
stated, "In my opinion 20-24 hours
a week is the perfect amount. Not
too many, but enough to get a
decent income. Unfortunately for
a lot of students, including myself,
that income is just not sufficient so
we have to work more."

I remember when I had to
get my first job at the end of
sophomore year my mom would
always apologize for the fact I
had to work at all. She would say;
"School is your top priority and
students should be able to put all
of their time and effort towards it.
It's a shame." In some regards I can't
agree with my her more. Looking
back on the freshman days of 14
units and lower division classes I
had so much free time! Enough to
put an adequate amount of work
into papers, enough to sustain a
social life, and enough just to kick
back and relax.
Unfortunately, relaxation doesn't
lead to success.
Laura Perna, a Professor at
the University of Pennsylvania's
Graduate School of Education,
has done research which suggests
"students working a modest
number of hours per week (10
to 15) are more likely than other
students-even students who do

not work at all-to persist and earn
degrees." Thinking about this it's
probably true. Students are able to
gain time management skills (one
of the most important skills to have
while attending college) and also
professional skills that employers
will be looking for after college.
Zach Johnson, an employee at
Costco Salinas, described some of
the troubles he has had balancing
school and work; "One thing that
has been happening all the time
to me is getting a crappy schedule
for the week. I'll go take a look at it
and see I have five days. At first I'm
thinking 'Well at least I'll be making
a good amount of money' but then
I look and I have four five hour
shifts and one full eight hour shift
totaling 28 hours. Really that's just
a waste of my time. I would rather
drop one of those short shifts
and be able to spend the full day
studying."
As if working and going to school
wasn't hard enough there are some

Otters who have it even worse.
Kara Orr is red shirt sophomore for
the women's water polo team and
also a liberal studies major. On top
of having to practice, travel, study,
and somehow fit room in there to
breathe, she is a server at Buffalo
Wild Wings in Seaside.
"When I first started working at
BWW I was working full time; the
really late shifts, we're open until
2 AM... A lot of the time I'd have to
get up early for practice the next
morning. Eventually I had to settle
down. I went from working full
time to one shift a week. Now that
it is summer though, I can focus on
making money and taking a break."
All in all, myself and everyone
I have talked to understand the
importance of holding a job while
in school. It's just unfortunate
when a "full time student" cannot
give it their all in the classroom
when that is the expectation of the
administration.
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Purposeful

journey Service
Balancing Parenthood and School

Chris Ziel, Staff Reporter
CZIEL@CSUMB.EDU

With Mother's and Father's day
quickly approaching it is time once
again to remember the people who
have helped us the most through
college our parents. We also need
to remember all of the students
who are parents themselves and
the many challenges they face.
Eight years ago at the age of 22
I was blessed with the birth of a
beautiful little girl. Shortly after
I became a single parent and
needless to say I was terrified about
what I was going to do know. But
I took a few years off from school
then decided to set out to complete
what I started. As a Student Parent,
my journey to graduation was a
unique experience. Being a single
parent made this journey even
more challenging but also more
rewarding. Many times I felt so

over whelmed and exhausted and would have to cook dinner help her
thought that I would never make with her with her homework then
it through. There were even times spend some time either watching
when I thought about quitting all a movie or reading a book. Then
together. But know with the school it would be bedtime, but even
year ending and my graduation after that I would still have a lot
quickly approaching I can finally to do. Then I would start all of my
see the light at the end of the homework, which I would do until
tunnel.
I fell asleep. Then the cycle would
According“to a recent study start over again the next day. This
done< by the Center for Post is a reality for many students at
secondary and Economic Success CSUMB and colleges all over the
most students fail to complete country.
post secondary education because
Some might say that being a
they need to work to support parent in college would make it
themselves and their families. impossible to graduate but I am
That same study showed that 23 here proof that it is not. Sure it
percent of college students have might make it difficult to work in
dependent children and 53 percent groups or attend college events
of those who drop out due "family but in the great scheme of things
responsibilities" and cannot return all of that stuff really is not that
to school. In addition, 13 percent important. And it is true that
of students are single parents, who dropping out would even help ease
are more likely to have low incomes some of your financial worries but
than married parents.
this is only short term. Without a
While in college my day was degree you will never achieve the
probably a lot different than your same kind of financial success as a
typical college students, t didn't person with a degree. If anything
have the of sleeping in if I didn’t being a parent should just give you
have class or waking up at the last motivation to not quit as it was for
minute and rolling into class with me. Every time I felt like throwing
sweat pants. I was up everyday at in the towel I would think of my
6:30 in the morning so I could get beautiful little girl and think of how
ready and help my daughter get I would be letting her down and
ready; I am probably the only guy the example I would be setting for
at CSUMB that knows how to braid her if I did. So to all of the student
hair. Then cook breakfast for the parents out there I know it is tough
both of us, then take her to school. and I know you sometimes feel like
After that I have along day of either quitting but hang in there and you
work or school or both. After that I will make it through.

BEING A STUDENT AND A PARENT CAN HAVE ITS STRUGGLES AND ITS JOYS

CSUMB Students Honored for
Community Service

to athletes which reminded me
of what makes CSUMB such an
extraordinary learning community.
In reflecting on this further, I
wanted to touch upon one of the
most seminal works of Stephen
Covey (author of The Seven Habits
of Effective Leaders and PrincipleCentered Leadership) focusing on
the servant leadership principles
Joanna Iwata
which he refers to as the 8th
JIWAATA@CSUMB.EDU
Habit (in his book, The 8th Habit:
From Effectiveness to Greatness)
"The difference between what we to illustrate how this ties into
are doing and what we're capable "purposeful service"at CSUMB.
of doing would solve most of the
For instance, how we inspire trust
world's problems."
among those we serve (modeling);
Mahatma Gandhi
how we focus on the values and
higher priority goals (pathfinding)
Just recently I attended a wonderful to serve; how we nourish the spirit
awards event at the Student Center of trust, vision and empowerment
focusing on "purposeful service" (aligning) with the teams we work
on campus. It was a poignant with; and most of all, how we then
celebration and honoring of our creatively unleash the human
students and their organizations potential (empowerment) through
who have contributed building a our "purposeful service" to others
distinctive culture of service and - are all part of enacting the 8th
civic engagement at CSUMB as Habit which can transform the lives
recognized by Steven Goings (from of those whom we serve but also
AmeriCorps).
our own.
I was amazed by the eclectic
Covey points out that one of the
and
substantive
community more critical elements of enacting
service projects that were being the 8th Habit -- moving beyond
spearheaded and undertaken by finding our voice and inspiring the
our students which ranged from voices of others -- revolves around
serving the homeless, engaging how we then can collectively use
in sustainability projects, tutoring our voices wisely in our service to
youth,
coordinating
wellness others.
programs, leading diversity and
As there are many "purposeful
social justice training to hosting service" activities for us all to
special CSUMB initiatives such as engage in whether that is at
Pursuit (a youth program focused CSUMB or in our hometown, places
on introducing students in the of worship, civic and community
county to the benefits of pursuing building with our family, neighbors
a college education).
and local groups - may we all be
I was equally impressed by reminded of using our voices wisely
the literally thousands of hours in service to others where perhaps
collectively dedicated by our "the difference between what we
student volunteers and their are doing and what we're capable
organizations from honor societies, of doing" may indeed surprise us
cultural groups, sororities and and those we serve in value-added
fraternities, Associated Students ways.
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EDITORIAL POLICY
The Otter Realm is a bi-monthly student publication produced by the Otter
Realm club and HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily

reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or
college policy.

The Otter Realm serves two purposes: It is a training lab for students
who wish to develop journalism skills, and it is a forum for free expression

of campus issues and news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will determine

what to print on these pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit

for libel, space or clarity.

Kari Hatfield, Staff Reporter
KHATFIELD@CSUMB.EDU

Sweat dripping over your bodies,
the taste of salty skin in between
your lips, hot, heavy breathing...
ah...a summer sex session.
What do people like to do and
where do people like to get it on
over the summer? The weather
is warmer, classes are done, and
most of us want to get a little frisky.
Maybe get a little stress relief from
finals week? So start the summer
off with a bang...literally.
Try something new. Some are
very into spicing up the sex life,
while others seem to be intimidat
ed by the bedroom and trying new
adventures or going in new direc
tions, if you catch my drift. Whatev
er fits you and your partners' sexual
needs and desires, just go with it,
but have no fear.
Simple, small things can height
en and lengthen arousal. Play with
ice...cool the right spots down as
things start to heat up...or keep
the heat on the rise. Turn off the
AC and let yourselves get sticky,
sweaty and dripping wet. Since it
rarely exceeds 73 degrees in this
town, try turning the heater on
high.
According to an article pub
lished in Cosmopolitan (a.k.a the
sex bible), psychologist Stella Resn
ick, who penned the book titled
The Pleasure Zone said, "Heat re
laxes your muscles, heightens skin
sensation, and causes you to slow
down and get in touch with your
more languid, sultry side."
Going beyond temperature and
body heat, trying a new location
could be key to a better summer
sex life. Summer is the time for va
cationing to the beach (hopefully
warmer than ours here at Monterey

Bay), the lake, friends' houses, ex
otic and erotic places, or maybe
just going home. Think outside the
box of the bedroom and utilize sus
tainable sex, which I define as any
place you can do it without having
to wash your sheets after.
Sex and summer should be fun.
Mix the two and you have a double
amount of "let's get weird." Make
it fun; swim in the lake naked and
see where things go. Wash a car to
gether, because you can't go wrong
with wet, white, see-through tees.
There is always sex-on-the-beach,
but if you are not into sand in your
crotch, a moonlit, starry-skied swim
(in warmer waters) could be even
more romantic because everything
get's hotter when the sun goes
down.
Make sure your man is visually
stimulated. That is how their sex
drive gets started. Warmer weather
means less clothing. Bikinis, jean
shorts, and tank tops can send any
guy over the moon when worn cor
rectly. Most women swoon over
man in a tailored suit, but as temps
increase, the desire to wear a threepiece suit dwindles a bit. Boys, you
can still dress to impress in warmer
weather, just no speedos...please.
And make sure your woman is
warmed up. That means foreplay
and lots of it. When things get too
hot, and I don't mean in the sexual
sense, we may run for the showers
or switch every fan in the house on
high, but the same Cosmopolitan
article explained, "In the heat, your
breathing and movements natu
rally slow down," said Resnick. "You
can make the most of this effect by
taking your sweet time during fore
play and intercourse."
I am sure to some this may
seem common sense or old news,
but to others, sex is not a topic typi
cally talked about. Explore it!
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Broken Smile
by: Sylvia Ramirez

Agonized by

shame and lies
She camouflages

with a smile

the weight of self

at night they never

blame

seem to close

Overwhelmed by

You wouldn't

When she stares

not knowing what

imagine her grief

into the mirror,

to do

Living like the

And sees the girl

secret life of bees,

Capable of
portraying serenity
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No one else

knows her truth

SUBMISSIONS

Ever wanted to have something published in a
newspaper?
Now is your chance!
The Otter Realm is now looking for creative works of poetry, short stories, letters
to the editor, and reviews. Send your submissions to submissions@otterrealm.net.
Our print limit is 500 words, but we will publish the rest at www.otterrealm.net

staring back,

She doesn't

In the morning
when she awakes
Like a phoenix

She feels hopeless she resurrects from
and alone
The damage

the ashes

With hope for a

recognize the

that she has

better future

reflection

experienced

She reminds

Fighting to feel
content,
She struggles to
free herself from

Leaves her tired

and exhausted
Her eyes are
feeling heavy, but

herself that she is
resilient

And reapplies her
deceiving smile.
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What is the theme song of your life?
I "And We
Danced"by
Macklemore
and Ryan Lewis
Alex McCardle
Junior, HCOM

"Under
Pressure" by
Queen
Sarah Moreno
Freshman, BIO

"I am Not My Hair"
by India.Arie
Tiffany Barber
Marine Science

"Dream On" by
Aerosmith
Patrick McKuin
Freshman, GS

"Bitch, Don't
Kill My Vibe"
by Kendrick
Lamar
Jordan Hunter
Freshman, KIN

|"My Favorite
Things" by John
Coltrane
Joshua Cash
Psychology

"Unwritten" by
Natasha Bedingfield
Cristofer Aaron WoltzRomberger
name, major

"One Last Breath"
by Creed
Emma Richardson
Freshman, BUS

I "Forget You" (The
Unclean Version) by
Ceelo Green
Andrew Olsen
Environmental Science

"Imperial March"
by John Williams
Richard Sweet
Junior, Japanese

"You're The
One That I
Want"
Kiara Mejia
Junior, KIN

"Girls Like You"
by The Naked
and Famous
Kaity Benson
Junior, KIN

